First UM Preschool
Observes Ash Wednesday
By Denise Dunn, Director
We had an AMAZING Ash Wednesday Service in Chapel on
February 14th! The children learned that without God we are
dull, plain and messy. We used a piece of charcoal to
symbolize this. We then told them with God in our hearts, we
sparkle, shine and our mess is forgiven. We used small colored
gems to symbolize this. The children then received Ashes to
remind them that God made them and Lemongrass Oil to
remind them that God loves them, both shaped in the sign of
the cross. Thank you Ms. Christa, Youth Pastor, for being an
important part of this service and to Pastor Wilma for
assisting as well!
Enrollment is in full force for the 2018-2019 school year. If you
have a child who is 3-5 and you are looking for a Preschool, we
would love to have you take a tour of our facility. For more
information, call the Preschool at 407-892-6884, or visit our
website at www.firstumcpreschoolstcloud.com.

Putting on the Armor of God
By Brooke Walther, Children’s Ministry Director
Over the last month in PaJammin’ with Jesus the children
have been learning about the Armor of God and the Love of
God! Whether it has been the gifts of holy protection or
God's greatest gift of love and forgiveness; the children have
learned that no matter what the situation, God has supplied
them with the tools they need to follow in footsteps of God.
They are skilled in the art of showing love to their neighbors,
reading their bibles and praise God with songs like Jesus
Loves Me and Jesus Loves the Little Children!
(Continued page 3)

2018 VBS Theme:
Elmer’s Kitchen Adds to Schedule
By Lou Murray, Newsletter Editor
Our Elmer’s Kitchen program has just expanded to serve the needs of the
hungry in St. Cloud. Recent changes at another church left no resources for a
hot meal on Friday nights, so we are stepping up to fill that gap.
Although Elmer’s Kitchen operates under the auspices of First United
Methodist, and we provide oversight, it has been an interfaith undertaking with
four other organizations participating and volunteering. In order to organize a
Friday night meal, we reached out to five additional groups, and we will have
served the first Friday night meal on February 23.

Prepare to Volunteer!

The five organizations providing the Friday night meal are: Door of Hope
Ministry, Cornerstone, Heartcry Chapel, Presbyterian Church of St. Cloud, and
the Cub Scouts.
Elmer’s Kitchen, which has been serving meals to our community for over 15
years, is currently directed by Judyann Ruth.

Upcoming Events
Mar 1 ............ United Methodist Women
10am in Family Life Center
Mar 10 .....Boy Scout’s Spaghetti Dinner
Mar 13 .......................Leadership Meeting
Mar 16-17 ....... Church Directory Photos
Mar 25 - Apr 1 ....................... Holy Week
April 5 .......................... Trustees Meeting
Apr 7 ........................ Dayle Butterworth’s
Memorial Service

Pastor Wilma Says...

Putting on the Armor
(Continued from page 1)

By Rev. Wilma Reyes, Senior Pastor
Lent season seemed to catch us by
surprise this year. We had just left
Advent behind, and there it was,
sneaking up on all of us that plan
worship here in the church. The
celebration of Christmas was just
still fresh in our minds, and then
after six short weeks, we find
ourselves immersed in this dark
season the church has called lent.
Seems like all the joy lived through
the season of Advent has somehow
been taken hostage by a season that
provokes us to dig into themes like
death, grief, sorrow, loss, mortality;
topics we don’t really like to talk
about. Our awareness of our own
mortality, and the times of darkness

in our lives is not something we go
into freely.
I think this is exactly why Lent
comes in such a way, sneaking up
on us. Otherwise, we would run the
other way and want to avoid it
altogether. We were not initially
created for suffering. God’s
intention was to have humanity
enjoy of all the blessings of God
being the Lord and provider for our
lives, on an earth where all the
beauty of creation and its bounty
was right at our disposal.
However, humanity chose to decide
they would be the ones defining
right and wrong; and here we are
today, griping about a season that
reminds us of who we are apart
from God’s grace.
Yes, Lent makes us stare starkly
at our sin—at our inability to
choose right, our need to be the
ones in charge of our lives without

having to be accountable. Yet, we
want to live in fullness of joy
without having to face the darkness.
But it doesn’t work that way. God in
his wisdom has given us the gift of
lent to gather perspective on who we
are separated from him. This gift of
grace enables us to open our eyes,
and take a deep look into the reason
for this season, which should not
only be a slogan for Christmas.
So this season of Lent, let us not be
alarmed if the Holy Spirit makes us
open those closets of our lives where
we put away stuff we don’t want to
look at. Let us accept the gift of lent,
the gift of God’s grace to find
freedom once and for all from
anything that threatens to keep us
from living into the joy of Advent.
Only through accepting who we
really are, people who aimlessly
wandering without a true north,
will we be able to see the joy that
can only be found in God.
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Don't forget to mark your calendars for the family friendly fellowship event, our
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 31st at the Hickory Tree property from 10am until
noon. We would love for you to help fill the eggs by donating non-melting
Individually wrapped candies or mini toys that could fit in the plastic eggs.
If you would like to help with filling the eggs or donating items please contact Christa
Olson or Brooke Walther.
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Future lessons for PaJammin’ and Children’s Church include many lessons on Lent
related material, beatitudes, Saint Patrick's Day, Holy Week and Easter.

— Christa Olson,
Youth Pastor

Feel the
Come Pray with us at

POWER HOUR
Every Monday 8:30 a.m.
Sanctuary annex
(Serendipity classroom)

We welcome your prayer requests.

UMW News
By Judyann Ruth, President
SARAH CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, March 1 at
10am in the Family Life Center. Program "CALL TO
PRAYER AND SELF DENIAL
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED will meet on Friday,
March 2.in the FLC. Executive committee will
meet at 11:00.
Meetings are open to all
women.

THANKS
for your help

St. Cloud Cares
Food Collection
Every1st Sunday
Of the Month

