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IN THIS ISSUE 

Twelve New Members Received 

On Sunday, September 23rd, our church  

family received twelve new members. Four 

of these new members transferred their 

memberships from other United Methodist 

churches, one was baptized, and seven 

recommitted to following Jesus Christ.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Allison family arrived in Saint Cloud during the 

summer of 2017, making their way from North 

Carolina, where they had been living for two 

years. However, Cumming Georgia is the place 

they call home as they lived there for 17 years. 

Joe, in his 12th year of teaching, is a teacher and 

a coach at Harmony high school. Amy is a 

paraprofessional at Harmony high school in her 

second year. She also owns a embroidery busi-
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Over the past couple of years, the politi-

cal  panorama of our land has led to 
many divisive  views, even among those 

of us who call ourselves followers of Je-

sus Christ. A sector of Christianity has 

even decided to take a political side ex-
pecting that all of those who call them-

selves Christians do the same. But that 

is not what Christian unity is about.  

First and fore most, as people of God 
our citizenship does not belong to this 

world. We are citizens of the Kingdom of 

God, and as such our allegiance is with 

this Kingdom. As citizens of this world, 
however, we are to stand under the gov-

ernance of humans, which leads us to 

take political sides. This is all good. The 

problem begins when the boundaries 
between both kingdoms get blurred and 

we begin to take sides with the politics 

of this world, instead of the politics of 

God.  

The Scripture is full of political state-

ments.  By calling Jesus Lord, the first 

century Christians found themselves 

taking a stand against the Roman Em-
pire which called for people to call Cae-

sar lord. We are called to something 

much higher, to uphold God’s love for 

humanity, and to side with justice, mer-
cy, and love while walking humbly. Sal-

vation came to this world to give human-

ity the opportunity to live the life we were 
meant to have to the fullest, with dignity 

for those who have the least, sharing the 

blessings God has given us, and siding 

Is a monthly publication of

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF ST CLOUD 

Editor:  

Graphic Design: Wilma Reyes 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF ST CLOUD 

1000 Ohio Ave., St Cloud, FL 34769 

407.892.3128 
newsletter@firstchurchstcloud.org 

www.FirstChurchStCloud.org 

DEADLINE: 
October 15 for November issue 

Together… Not Scrambled 
By Wilma Reyes, Senior Pastor 

There is a saying in Puerto Rico that 

loosely translated goes: “estamos juntos 
pero no revueltos” (we are together but 

not scrambled). The idea behind it is that 

although we can walk together, we still 

have many differences.  

Unity is something that for many of us is 

difficult to grasp. The idea comes usually 

joined at the hip with the antonym 

“division,” something we all want to avoid.  
However, in order to avoid divisions, 

many think of unity as uniformity. Howev-

er, although similar ideas, both are differ-

ent. When we talk about uniformity, we 
speak of all doing, thinking, and having 

the same thing without any variance in-

volved. Think of it as school uniforms. 

Everyone wears the same patter of fabric. 
The term unity, on the other hand, has to 

do with harmony, with oneness, and total-

ity. It is about bringing together elements 

which although diverse, when combined 
are seen as one and the same.  

When we talk about the unity of the 

church we do not speak about everyone 

buying the same theological argumenta-
tions, or everyone deciding over doing 

things in only way. The body of Christ is 

diverse, something that the Apostle Paul 

reminds us when he compares the body 
of Christ with the parts of the body. Unity 

in the church has more to do with walking 

together in harmony even when we have 
various ways of viewing how to live life on 

this earth.  

Is just a 
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PASTOR W ILMA SAYS.. .  

against the oppression of anyone who is 

being treated less than a human. This is 
our main call in life, and that is what the 

message of the Gospel is all about.  

Yes, we may be together without being 

scrambled, remembering that our first 
allegiance is always with the Kingdom of 

God. So, let’s continue walking in unity 

remembering that our fellow brother and 
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ness that she has operated for 15 years. 

Their oldest son, Cole is currently living 

in Atlanta finishing up his teaching de-

gree. The family is hopeful he will be 

able to join Joe and Amy teaching at 

Harmony High School next school year. 

Lane, their middle child, is an electrician 

apprentice currently living in Oklahoma 

City where he has been for about three 

years. Their youngest, Reece is current-

ly a junior at Harmony high school, and a 

known sportsman as he plays football 

and baseball. 

 

 

When the need for a youth pastor arose, 

Joe and Amy felt lead & honored to take 

on the Youth program here at First St. 

Cloud. The Allison’s have had experi-

ence as youth pastors in two other 

churches prior to this one.  

We welcome this amazing family, who 

became full fledged members of our 

(Continued from page 1) 
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INGREDIENTS: 

• 3 cups sugar 

• 1 cup vegetable oil 

• 4 eggs 

• 2/3 cup water 

• 1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin puree 

• 2 teaspoons ground ginger 

• 1 teaspoon ground allspice 

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• 1 teaspoon ground cloves 

• 3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

• 2 teaspoons baking soda 

• 1 1/2 teaspoons salt 

• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

Pumpkin Gingerbread 

RECIPE of  
the MONTH 

PROCEDURE: 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease two 9x5 

inch loaf pans. 

2. In a large mixing, combine sugar, oil and eggs; beat until smooth. Add 

water and beat until well blended. Stir in pumpkin, ginger, allspice 

cinnamon, and clove. 

3. In medium bowl, combine flour, soda, salt, and baking powder. Add dry 

ingredients to pumpkin mixture and blend just until all ingredients are 

mixed. Divide batter between prepared pans. 

Noteworthy is the fact that six of the new 

members made their decision to join after 

being part of our church’s Mercy Minis-

tries. This is nothing short of a great victo-

ry for our church. The Spirit is growing our 

church as we continue ministering to the 

needs of our community. Let’s continue 

opening our hearts and doors as we en-

gage in God’s mission where God has 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Our first month of school is off to a 

great start!  The children have been 

learning how they are all precious gifts 

from God and are each special and 

unique.  New friendships are being 

formed and learning is taking place.  

We are so blessed to have each one 

of these students at our school! 

We still have a few openings in our 

VPK Pre-K classes this year.  For 

more information, give us a call at 407-

892-6884.  To see what other exciting 

happenings are going on, visit our Fa-

cebook page at www.facebook.com/

firstumcpreschoolstcloud/. 

Thank You! 

Your donations every  

1st Sunday of the month  

help alleviate   

hunger in our school  children 
See church bulletin for list of items 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Lovejoy, Jack 10/3 

Lovejoy, Ruth 10/4 

Donis, Faelo 10/4 

Lethenstrom, Jack 10/5 

Gregory, Bonnie 10/7 

Anderson, Jill 10/25 

Dix, Beverly 10/27 

If you strolled by the Church’s Annex 

on September 15, you probably heard 

a lot of laughter and talking. You also 

smelled some delicious aromas that 

stirred your appetite.  There was a 

Bunco Party with an International Pot 

Luck happening. We had a wonderful 

time and enjoyed foods such as sweet 

and sour chicken, sauerkraut and 

sausages, jambalaya, and good old 

American mac n’ cheese, just to name 

a few. We also had homemade 

tapioca and real homemade whip 

cream.  

The next great happening will be, 

Saturday, November 10th, 6 pm., a 

Fall Ho down.  Wear your favorite 

cowboy or cowgirl outfit. Get ready to 

line dance and play typical Ho Down 

games with the opportunity to have fun 

pictures taken of you. An opportunity 

to dance, play games, and socialize. 

Sorry no Pot Luck this time, just 

snacks. Yes, a Methodist social 

without a dinner, unbelievable. 

Hope to see you all there, Saturday, 

November 10th at 6pm, in the FLC.  

International Bunco 
By Eileen Perez, Fellowship Builders Coordinator 

First United Methodist Preschool 
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 


