
First United Methodist Preschool 
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

It’s time for back to school for the 2016-2017 school year.  

The teachers and assistants have been busy getting their 

classrooms disinfected and ready for all of the children.  

God has truly blessed us with an amazing staff!  We have 

new playground mulch and some new manipulatives for 

the classrooms that the children are sure to love!  We 

have a new construction area out on the playground 

where the children can explore and dig!  Our first day of 

class is Monday, August 22. 

We still have a few openings in our VPK Pre-K classes 

and Preschool classes for next school year.  For more in-

formation, give us a call at 407-892-6884.  To see what other exciting happenings are going on, visit our Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/fumpsc/. 

A Letter from the Student 

Ministries Summer Intern 
By Augusta Lovejoy 

I really want to thank Christa for the opportunity for me to help 

her out this summer with the kids. Being the summer intern this 

year was a good experience. Becoming the intern really helped me 

with the leadership qualities and experience I will need for when I 

become a teacher in the future. 

Two of my favorite memories from this summer was when the 

youth group, Christa and I all went to Rock Springs together. Also 

another favorite memory from summer was when I got to lead the 

lesson for the 345 and youth members which was a little crazy. 

Becoming the youth intern was extremely fun. Helping out with Youth and Pajammin’ was the best part about sum-

mer because I got to spend time with the youth members more and also the little kids more when we had Pajammin’ 

with Jesus nights. This summer was a blast. 

Annalise and Augusta  

Our Staff is ready! 

Summer fun 

 

 Nursery Gets Makeover 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 
 

The Nursery is being used in the Sanctuary for children at-

tending the 8:30am Traditional Service. So much help was 

provided to get this project well on its way, by painting, 

installing carpet, providing furniture, and other work. 

A huge thank you to Jerry Bergeron, Emily Blades, Joey 

Blades, Kathy Blades, Denise Dunn, Augusta Lovejoy, Bob 

Nye, Jack Zurewich, and John Fry for your service in mak-

ing the Nursery safe and useable for our children. 

Hurricane Season: Your Church is Here to Help 
By Vicki Mauro, Disaster Response 

Your Council needs your input for updating the disaster plan that we’ve used in the past.   

First we need to identify where and how we can assist the congregation.  Seniors and folks that are in mobile homes 

are the most vulnerable in case of a hurricane. If we know where they are, and that they will be alone, then we try to 

match them with a family that would take them in or check up on them. 

We have prepared a questionnaire, which will be available at the church office and online.  You are invited to fill out 

the questionnaire, giving us the information necessary to serve those in need. NOTE: This information is strictly used 

in-house and is not shared with any other organization. Questions include: 

Are you elderly, live alone, or in a mobile home? Do you have someone 

you can stay with in an emergency? 

Can you help others in need with a temporary room, storage space, trans-

portation, phone, or other needs? 

After storm clean-up is an essential part of returning life to normal. Do you 

have equipment or garden tools that would be useful? Do you have skills to 

help, or do you need help with this? 

Finally, we have an information sheet, available in the church office, that 

lists useful tips to help everyone cope with disaster situations. We encour-

age you to pick one up. Don’t hesitate to contact the church office by phone 

or email (admin@firstchurchstcloud.org) with any questions. 
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Upcoming Events 

Sept 1, 10 am ...UMW Meeting at church 

Sept. 9 ...... Family Movie Night 6:30 pm 

Sept. 17.. Pancake Breakfast 5 am-noon 

Sept. 22 ............ UMW Dinner 5-6:30 pm 

Sept. 24 ......... 8 am-1:30 pm Ladies’ Tea 

http://www.facebook.com/fumpsc/
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DEADLINE: 
September15th for October issue 

Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

Proverbs 22:6 King James Version (KJV) said; “Train up a child in the way he/

she should go: and when he/she is old, he/she will not depart from it”.  

This is a passage that I heard many times in the church that I grew up and 
from my own family. For that time I thought that just bringing our children 
to church was the best and only way to teach the good ways to our children. 
I still think that children who attend churches with very well structured 
children’s Ministries have something in their favor. But after many years as 
Pastor, Elementary School Teacher, Professional Counselor, Certified 
Divorce Coach and through my own experience as a father raising 4 
children I learned that there are many areas we must keep in mind at the 
moment we are working with bad behaviors in our children. 

How many of us remember this manipulative behavior we call “tantrums”? 
Or the frustration we felt when we asked them to come to eat or to help 
organize their toys and they responded by screaming to us with a big 
NOOOOOOOOOO! Definitely this is a place where all parents have been. 
Oh God! a place that sometimes we don’t have the tools to correct these 
behavior disorders. But it is important for all parents to understand that 
children showing these behaviors can be corrected with very successful 
positive results. 

Let me share with you that, definitely to use violence or corporal 
punishment is not one of the resources that will help you to find good 
modification results on your child’s behaviors. Violence produces more 
violence and a lot of resentment that later on can create other types of 
disorders in our children, affecting them, our family and society. Let me 
share some statistics from The National Children’s Alliance: 

By Judyann Ruth, President 

United Methodist Women executive 
meeting is August 29th at 10:00 AM in 
FLC.  Sarah Circle will meet on Thurs-
day, September 1, at 10:00.at the church 
We will be planning our activities for 
the coming months. All women are in-
vited to attend. Come and see what we 
are about. Contact Judyann Ruth 407-
891-2821. 
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Pastor Edwin Says (continued) 

In 2013, an estimated 1,520 children died from abuse and neglect in the United States. In the same year, Children’s 
Advocacy Centers around the country served nearly 295,000 child victims of abuse, providing victim advocacy and 
support to these children and their families. In 2014, this number was over 315,000. 

An estimated 679,000 children were victims of abuse and neglect. 47 states reported approximately 3.1 million chil-

dren received preventative services from Child Protective Services agencies in the United States. Children in the first 

year of their life had the highest rate of victimization of 23.1 per 1,000 children in the national population of the same 

age. Of the children who experienced maltreatment or abuse, nearly 80% suffered neglect; 18% suffered physical 

abuse; and 9% suffered sexual abuse. Just under 80% of reported child fatalities as a result of abuse and neglect were 

caused by one or more of the child victim’s parents. Very alarming, isn’t it? But what could we do to modify behaviors 

without using violence or physical punishment? 

Tool Kit 

-Token Economy: A token economy is a form of behavior modification de-

signed to increase desirable behavior and decrease undesirable behavior with 

the use of tokens. Individuals receive tokens immediately after displaying desir-

able behavior. The tokens are collected and later exchanged for a meaningful 

object or privilege. 

  

-Redirect: Redirection is a form of disci-

pline that is intended to guide a child’s be-

havior from inappropriate to appropriate. 

Redirection strategies reduce the use of pun-

ishment techniques and promote exploratory 

learning, according to Family Development 

Resources, Inc. This form of discipline also helps children to stay safe and develop 

patience and self-control when dealing with their emotions and desires. J. Burton 

Banks, M.D., recommends redirection as an appropriate way to modify the actions 

of infants, toddlers and school-age children. 

Expressive Arts and Play Therapy: Expressive arts therapy is a multimodal ap-

proach to therapy. Eric J. Green and Athena A. Drewers said that this can include 

Play Therapy, Art Ther-

apy, Drama Therapy, 

Sandplay Therapy, 

Dance/Movement Therapy, Music Therapy, Photography 

in Play Therapy and Poetry Therapy. For more information 

about this tool please take time 

to review this reference.   

My prayer is that these re-

sources can help us to promote 

a better way to modify behav-

iors without promoting vio-

lence or corporal punishment. 

As a church we have a power-

ful voice among many families 

in our communities and we 

should use our voice to create 

a better future for our children 

and families.  May God Bless 

you! 

Coming Soon:  
O What a Joy! 

By Lou Murray 

The talented singers of our church are wrapping up pro-

duction of our CD of original contemporary Christian 

songs, titled “O What a Joy!,” to be released toward the 

end of September. As stated last month, proceeds from 

sale of the CDs will go to Elmer’s Kitchen. 

The collection will feature ten original inspirational songs 

performed by members of First United Methodist St. 

Cloud, plus some selections of peaceful instrumental mu-

sic 

To reserve a copy, please see Frank Tupper. Sale price will 

be $10. We will also have copies available at the church 

office. 


