
Preschool Summer Camp 

Student Ministries 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

The summer was an exciting time in Student Ministries. In addition to our weekly Sunday gatherings, we had a scav-
enger hunt at St. Cloud Lakeshore, volunteered and attended VBS, help prepare the Sanctuary for the 8:30 am Tradi-
tional Service, painted the new Nursery in the Sanctuary and had an afternoon of water games. As always the end of 
the Summer means back to school, we will continue to meet throughout the school year on Sundays from 4:30-6pm for 
3rd-12th graders for Bible Study, Worship, Dinner and Games. 

Go to www.facebook.com/firstUMCyouth for up-to-date information on 4 year old -12th grade programming and to 
see more photos. 

By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

Our second session of 

summer camp was “The 

Great Exploration!” The 

children participated in a 

daily exploration of excit-

ing places and fun facts. 

They explored caves, the bottom of the ocean, dinosaurs and 

much more. Activities included a treasure hunt, bear hunt and 

daily arts and crafts. Our third session of summer camp was 

“Rumble in the Jungle!”  The children went on safari for 

Cheetahs, Elephants and Lions, oh, my! Activities included 

monkey cookie fun food, animal water play and bean bag 

games and an assortment of animal arts and crafts.  The chil-

dren have had a summer filled with fun! 

We still have a few openings in our VPK Pre-K classes and 

Preschool classes for next school year.  For more information, 

give us a call at 407-892-6884.  To see what other exciting hap-

penings are going on, visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/fumpsc/. 

Scavenger Hunt Sunday Night 345 and Youth Group 

VBS: Joseph’s Journey 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

VBS, in June, was an amazing experience for the 

volunteers and children alike; the Holy Spirit 

was present in the smiling and joyous faces of 

over 40 children and 30 volunteers. We learned 

about some of God’s gifts that are given to us 

through the story of Joseph from the Book of 

Genesis. On the first day of VBS Joseph was in 

prison, but we followed Joseph’s climb to power, 

through God, of being second in command of 

Egypt and welcoming his long-lost family. The 

children discovered that God gives us gifts of 

hope, special abilities, forgiveness and a family. 

Every volunteer was able to share with the chil-

dren that we are all special to God and we all 

belong to the same family, God’s family. 

Upcoming Events 

Aug. 14 .....Our Sunday in Elmer’s Kitchen 

August 25 ............. Church Council, 7 p.m. 
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Some of the astounding outcomes of VBS are: over $220 was collected by the 

children as an offering which will be given to St. Cloud Cares; many of the 

volunteers have already committed to helping with VBS next year; and the 

number of children attending PaJammin’ with Jesus has nearly doubled 

since VBS. 

ABOVE: Ms. Jeannie helps a child 
do a maze blindfolded 

Closing Ceremonies 

UMC Florida Annual Conference June 16-18  

By Ruth Nye,  Lay Delegate—A Glimpse  

During this year’s conference, we were blessed with mighty sermons and powerful 
music, including such hymns as “Come Thou Fount,” “Nothing But the Blood,” 
and “I’ll Fly Away.” A special prayer garden was available for individual prayers 
and communion. Speakers included our Bishop Carter, Bishop Janice Huey of 

Texas, Rev. Lucille O’Neill (mother of 

Shaquille) and noted author and poet 

Bill Hybell. There was a strong youth 

attendance. 

Opening communion was served by 

Bishop Kenneth Carter and Florida 

AME Bishop Richardson.  

(Continued page 3) 
Ms Brooke blowing bubbles with a 
child 
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Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

“Come to Me," He says, "come to Me all you who labor and are 
overburdened, and I will give you rest ... learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls" (Mt. 11:28-29). 

"Come to me, all you who labor and are overburdened" is a figure of speech 
drawn from the laboring people of Jesus' time -- hardworking slaves and 
farmers who were bent low by the heavy burdens they carried on their 
backs. It comes to us, in today's Gospel, as a symbol of the heavy burdens 
we are asked to carry in this life -- physical, emotional, and spiritual. 

Jesus was telling the people that He came to liberate them from the burden 
of anxiety.  But He is telling us that we need to develop a whole new 
attitude and approach to life.  

The Scriptures tell us Christians not only know how to confront the things 
that oppress us, and how to deal with the heavy responsibilities that make 

demands on us. 

Jesus gives us freedom from the mindless worry and anxiety over that which 
is beyond our control.  Not one single burden of one single person is by-
passed by Jesus' invitation. Everyone with cancer, arthritis, migraine 
headaches, anxiety or panic is included. Everyone is guilty over some past 
event is included. Everyone who is overwhelmed with anxiety about the 
future is included. Everyone who is troubled by the gnawing feeling of 
uncertainty about the afterlife is included. Everyone whose soul cannot rest 
because of an intense hatred is included. Everyone who is victimized by 
slavery to some awful habit is included. 

It is you that Jesus is inviting to come to Him with that heavy burden and be 
refreshed. You -- with the frustrating sense of helplessness -- come to Jesus 
with that heavy burden and be reinforced. 

You -- who are bored with life -- come to Jesus with that heavy burden and 
be revitalized. 

Jesus comes to bring us rest and refreshment from our heavy burdens -- not 
with foolish questions, or new things to worry about -- but with an awesome 
message of hope. The message is that the Risen Christ is with us now to 
bring out the best in each of us. 

Bible Verses to work with Anxiety and Depression:  

 

Church Council 
By Joyce Perkins, Council Chair 

Our Church Council is made up of leaders 

from all of our church committees. They 

provide overall direction and leadership for 

our church. In this first newsletter article I 

will list who heads each area. 
Chair  .........................................Joyce Perkins 

Pastor  .................Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos 

Church Administrator …Gillian Biggers-Miller 

Board of Trustees Chair:  .......... Jerry Bergeron 

Children’s Home Rep.  .............. Frank Tupper 

Children’s Ministry   .............. Brooke Walther 

Church Treasurer  ......................Joyce Perkins 

World Service Coordinator ........... Tina Miller 

Communion Servant ............. Jenny Burchfield 

Music Director ................... Charlie Middleton 

SPPRC …………………….... Deanna Roberts 

Financial Secretary ............ Michael McKinney 

Youth Pastor ………………….. Christa Olson 

Lay Leader ……………………. Bill Burchfield 

Preschool Director ……………... Denise Dunn 

Membership Coord. ….……...…...… Judy Fitz 

Head Usher ……………………...… Ken Locey 

President of UMM ….………...… Dick Powell 

President of UMW ………...….Judyann Ruth 

AC Delegate ……………………...… Ruth Nye 

Small Groups …………..……...… Kevin Knox 

Outreach Coord. ………….....….Marla Waters 

Newsletter Editor …………....….Lou  Murray 

Council meetings are open to everyone. 

We encourage your attendance. Our next 

meeting will be, August 25.  

Isaiah 41:10 

Philippians 4:6-8 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

1 Peter 5:7 

Proverbs 12:25 
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Isaiah 41:13 
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James 1:2-4 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Proverbs 17:22 

Philippians 4:1-23 

Luke 23:34 

Psalm 37:25 

Philippians 4:11-13 

Romans 5:3-5 

John 14:1-2 

Isaiah 43:18-19 

2 Timothy 1:7-18 

Galatians 5:22-23 

Mark 2:5 

Psalm 101:1-8 

Matthew 12:20 

Job 3:20-24 

John 3:16-17 

Matthew 11:28 
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Psalm 91:1-16 
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Romans 8:28 

2 Corinthians 12:1-21 
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Isaiah 46:1-13 

Psalm 46:10 

My prayer is that our God will give us the strength we need to feel His 

peace and love. The peace of God be with all of you! Amen! 

 

A large representation from the AME Conference attended, 

as they celebrate their 200 years of Methodism this year. 

We recognized significant historic events, including 200 

years since the death of the first American bishop, Francis 

Asbury. Also, this marks 60 years for women’s ordination. 

Of course, business items and resolutions were recognized, 

along with the ordination of new clergy. During the Service 

of Remembrance, I learned of the death of our former 

beloved pastor, Alva Brock (1980-86,) who died 1/3/16. 

Please pray for Bishop Carter as he recuperates from torn 

ligaments in his leg. 

 

By Lou Murray 

If you enjoyed the choir’s performance in June of “Give Us Fire,” you’ll be happy to know that this song and nine other 

originals will be featured on a CD of contemporary Christian music, to be issued in September. Proceeds from sale of the 

CDs will go to Elmer’s Kitchen. 

Some of the wonderfully gifted singers in our congregation are contributing their talents to the project, which includes 

both solo songs and choral numbers. Although some of the songs are already recorded, there are several still in process, 

and we’re still open to include anyone who wants to sing. If that’s you, don’t hesitate to approach me about contributing 

your talent to the group effort. This music CD will also include, as an additional blessing, a few selections of peaceful 

instrumental music from my current albums. More details in next month’s newsletter. 

 
 

Music Dedicated to Elmer’s Kitchen 

 Children’s Ministry Calendar 

Thank You, Travis and 

Scout Troop 192! 
Your editor just received the following communication: 

“My name is Travis Laisch and I am a boy scout with 

Troop 192. I am working on my eagle project, at the 

Hickory Tree property, which is redecorating and repair-

ing the bathrooms at the church property. I have already: 

painted, hung partition, hung two shelves, fixed leaks, 

replaced toilet fixtures, installed new doors and installed 

a double sink next to the storage room. I still have to fin-

ish: replacing water fountains, cover hole in the wall and 

minor touch ups.” 

                                                         —From Travis Laisch 

UMC Florida Annual Conference (continued) 


