
First United Methodist Preschool Graduation 

By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

A Sunday School Lesson 
By Kevin Knox, Director of Christian Education 

The month of May was a 

month of celebrations.  

Our VPK Pre-K students 

treated their moms to a 

special Spa day.  Each 

mom had her hair, make

-up and nails done and 

was treated to a relaxing 

massage by her child.  

Our Preschool moms 

and dads had Mommy 

Muffin and Daddy 

Donut celebrations.  Our 

last day of classes was 

Thursday, 5/26, with Pre

-K students graduating 

that evening at 7:00 PM 

in the old sanctuary.  At 

the present time, we 

have 48 students regis-

tered for next year.  God 

has truly blessed our 

school! 

To see what other excit-

ing happenings are go-

ing on, visit our Face-

book page at  

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

fumpsc/. 

The Sunday School 

teacher was floundering. 

Everyone knows the 

story of the outcast living 

among the Gerasene 

graves, possessed by a 

legion of demons. The 

commentaries had noth-

ing to tell him and he 

had nothing creative to 

add. The minutes were 

passing slowly when one 

of the class members 

could remain silent no 

longer. She said the com-

mentary actually did 

have something to add, 

and the teacher had 

overlooked it. Jesus went 

to the afflicted man.  

As the lesson plan put it, 

and as the student 

added, "[It was] Jesus 

demonstrating that sim-

ply turning our backs on 

evil is not sufficient, that 

we must take an active 

part in banishing the 

evils from our midst". 

Our part in the kingdom 

is to do the same. We 

also must march toward 

the evil we can address 

and stop it. 

Sunday School is where 

we remind each other 

why we're here, and I'm 

so glad for every one of 

us who gathers there. 

Youth Group Yum!  

By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

345 and Youth had a pizza and game  night on April 24th. A few new 

students joined in the fun. 

For the summer 345 and Youth will be held from 4:30pm to 6 pm on 

Sunday nights. Additional activities will be held during the week. In-

formation and calendars will be sent to all students at the end of the 

month. 

To see more of Student Ministry activities go to: www.facebook.com/

FirstUMCYouth 

Upcoming Events 

June 4 ....... Blessing of the Animals 

June 12 ........... Graduation Sunday 

June 16 .... Church Council Meeting 

June 20-23 ............................... VBS 

July 10 ...... Traditional Svc. Begins 

VBS NEEDS YOU! 
See Christa or visit  

www.groupvbspro.com/

vbs/hl/FirstchurchStudent 
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Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

How to Promote a Holy Dialogue in our Churches about Music Ministry 

Ephesians 5:19 English Standard Version (ESV) 

19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart”.  

As Christian community we are called to worship and praise God. Our 

commitment at FUMC St Cloud is to provide opportunities for worship 

celebrations that focus on God and help people of all ages grow in their 

understanding of the gospel and our own personal growth as disciples. We 

are very sensitive to worship styles and congregational traditions as part of 

the platform to plan and organize our worship experiences. 

Beginning on July 10, 2016, we are incorporating new changes to our 

worship experience at FUMC St Cloud. There will be two worship 

opportunities every Sunday: a traditional style service in our sanctuary 

every Sunday at 8:30 am, and a contemporary style service in the Family 

Center at 11:00. 

As we continue working together I encourage you to be part of these great 

opportunities. Remember that the worship experience is always about God. 

Our presence and active participation is important to be the church that 

God called us to be.  

I want to invite you to continue being part of this reflection as we keep 

on strengthening our worship experiences at our church. Please look at 

these questions about how to promote a Holy dialogue in our churches 

about music ministry and try to answer each one. I know this will help 

us to continue creating new ideas about how to incorporate new 

expression in our worship experience:  

 What three concerns and what three hopes do you believe people in 

our congregation have about their community and their faith?  

 What three worship experiences might help people develop a closer 

relationship with God and understand more about how the Bible and 

the Christian faith can be resources for daily living?  

(Continued on page 3) 

In This Issue... 
A Sunday School Lesson ................... 4 

First United Methodist  

Preschool Graduation ....................... 4 

Pastor Edwin Says ............................ 2 

Music Ministry .................................. 3 

Sunday School News ......................... 4 

United Methodist Women ................. 2 

Vacation Bible School ....................... 3 

 

 

Is a publication of 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF ST CLOUD 

 

Editor 

Lou Murray 

Graphic Design 

Wilma Reyes & Edwin Santos 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF ST CLOUD 

1000 Ohio Ave. 

St Cloud, FL 34769 

407.892.3128 

newsletter@firstchurchstcloud.org 

www.FirstChurchStCloud.org 

 

DEADLINE: 

June 15th for July issue 

United Methodist Women 

By Judyann Ruth, UMW President 

U.M.W. will be taking a 

summer break. Sarah Circle 

will meet on Thursday, 

September 1st. We are 

planning for some changes 

in the fall.  

Please continue to turn in 

Village Inn receipts to 

Judy Fitz.  

Blessings and Thanks to 

all who support UMW. 

 

Music Ministries 
By Charlie Middleton, Music Director 

My goal is for all of us to be actively involved in 

worshiping the one true living God.  

Music is just one of many ways to worship.  I 

continue to introduce new songs, both hymns 

and praise tunes, that are singable and fun. It 

gives us all something to sing and hum 

throughout the following week. 

Choose a song. Can’t remember the words? I’ll 

get you the music. Can’t read the notes? I’ll print 

out just the words for you. Let’s all be willing 

worshipers! If you sing or play an instrument, 

it’s easy to get involved. Just call or text me at 

4 0 7 - 8 7 3 - 7 2 2 8 ,  o r  e m a i l  m e : 

music.director@firstchurchstcloud.org. Our 

choir, praise team or bells always have a spot for 

new talent. But if music is not for you, there are 

lots of other ways to serve too. Pray for 

guidance. If you feel God is pointing you toward 

some other role, I’ll always be happy to talk with 

you and introduce you to the right person. 

 

 

Vacation  Bible School 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

VBS is coming, June 20-23 from 9am to 11am. A 

few more volunteers are needed to help. It will be 

an exciting time to share the story of Joseph from 

Genesis and to share with the children that they 

are each a gift from God. 

Volunteers and participants can talk to Christa or 

sign-up at: www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/

Firstchurch 

Please keep preparations and the children and 

volunteers for VBS in your prayers. 

(Continued from pg 2)   PASTOR EDWIN SAYS... 

 How could the worship experience of our 

congregation help at least one specific group of 

people in our community to develop a better 

relationship with God?  

 Why should we design our worship experience 

thinking in people from outside rather that 

thinking in us?  

“The Christian faith is not a set of doctrines or 

concepts; it is a way of life, a way of being in the 

world’. – from A Concise Guide to Adult Faith 

Formation, p. 31 Neil A. Parent 

Have a Blessed day! 

OUR PRIMARY TASK 

MAKING  

DISCIPLES 
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