
Upcoming 

Events 

May 6-8 ....... Troop 192 Orchid Sale 

May 7 .................. Men’s Bible Study 

May 19 ......................... UMW Dinner 

May 28 .......... Preschool Graduation 

June 12 .............. Graduation Sunday 

June 20-23 .................................... VBS 

Children’s Home Visit 

Church Events 

By Frank Tupper 

April 9th, a group of 16 from our 

church attended “Day on Campus” 

at the Florida United Methodist 

Children’s Home in Enterprise, 

Florida. God smiled on us in that the 

day weather wise was one of the 

nicest so far this spring. Upon 

arriving we were met by shuttle 

service from parking to the Welcome 

Center. During the presentation in 

the gym, many of the children and 

youth from the home participated in 

singing and dancing. After the 

presentation we were treated to a 

wonderful lunch under what 

could’ve passed for a circus tent. 

After lunch, shuttles were in 

operation to take visitors around the 

property. They made many stops so 

people could get off and visit the 

Chapel, Education Building and 

most importantly the cottages in 

which the children lived. Everyone 

from our group came away with a 

deeper understanding of the critical 
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role our Children’s Home serves in 

the well-being of not only these 

children, but also the children and 

youth they supervise in foster care, 

unwed mothers residence and 

housing for older youth who have 

aged out of the system. It was easy 

to see how important our churches 

Fifth Sunday collection to the 

Children’s Home is in continuing to 

provide God’s blessings and 

protection to these children. 



2 

In This Issue... 
Pastor Edwin Says... ........................... 2 

VBS is Coming! ................................... 2 

Power Hour......................................... 3 

UMW in Action .................................. 3 

Your Choir........................................... 3 

United Methodist Men ...................... 3 

Elmer’s Kitchen .................................. 3 

First United Methodist Preschool .... 4 

From the Board of Trustees .............. 4 

Student Ministries .............................. 4 

Editor’s Note ....................................... 4 

Is a publication of  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF ST CLOUD.  

Editor 

Lou Murray 

Graphic Design 

Wilma Reyes & Edwin Santos 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF ST CLOUD 

1000 Ohio Ave. 

St Cloud FL 34769 

407.892.3128 

newsletter@firstchurchstcloud.org 

www.FirstChurchStCloud.org 

Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos 

While many of our United Methodist churches have a 

rocky road ahead of them, the kingdom of God is not in 

trouble. Yes please read that again: the kingdom of God is 

never in trouble. So we at First United Methodist Church 

Saint Cloud are not in trouble. But that doesn’t mean 

that we can’t do better for God. 

The kingdom of God is the power of God unleashed on 

a fallen world. The kingdom of God is found where the 

Holy Spirit is alive and actively changing people’s lives. As we continue this 

process of transformation I need your help and feedback. We as a church 

have to rethink the way we do this church thing. And that starts with me. 

We need to promote a Holy conversation as we continue exploring new 

strategies to transform ourselves and to transform this beautiful church that 

has served this beautiful community for more than 106 years. The mission of 

our church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world and in order to accomplish this, we decided the mission of our church 

is: LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS, SERVE THE WORLD  and INVITE A 

FRIEND. 

In these first three month of my ministry here I had met with several leaders 

from our church and community, but I want to continue encouraging you 

church and community. I want that you feels that my office is always open 

for you. 

I want to begin a special process that will help to be more connected with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  I had been call this process “Cafecito with Pastor 

Edwin” , “Coffee with Pastor Edwin, this will be an opportunity for us to 

know each other better and to let me know ways that I can be a better pastor 

for you. I want to be the best I can be for the sake of the kingdom. So if you 

are ready to participate of this time of coffee with pastor Edwin to give 

suggestions please call our office to set up a time to have this Holy 

conversation together. 

Your feedback is important to me. Please help our church further God’s 

kingdom here in Saint Cloud. Please join me in prayers every day asking God 

to guide and lead us as we continue doing our ministry together.  Have a 

Blessed day!    

VBS is Coming! 
This year, the story of Joseph in Egypt 

will be shared, art created, games 

played, snacks eaten and praise and 

prayers given to God. Join us June 20-

23 9am-11am, volunteers and 

participants can talk to Christa or 

sign-up using the link on our 

w e b s i t e ,  o r  a t :  h t t p : / /

www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/

Firstchurch 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/Firstchurch
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/Firstchurch
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Power Hour Prayer  
By Ruth Nye, Prayer Advocacy Coordinator 

You are not alone! Your church is praying for you. 

Each Monday morning at 8:30 a.m., we lift up the 

prayer requests given by individuals in the congre-

gation. We meet in the original sanctuary. All are 

welcome to join us.  

This time of prayer began in the early Nineties and 

has remained consistent throughout the years. We 

handle each request with reverence and are hon-

ored to pray for your needs. We also lift up praises 

and intercede on behalf of our church as a whole. 

The Prayer Team invites you to use the Prayer Re-

quest card found in the black sign-in binder or on 

the entrance tables. 

Your Choir 
By Lynn Marie Burchfield, Choir Director 

Now that Easter has come and gone, the choir is in 

their “relaxed” mode. We sing less frequently in the 

summer, and there are no pressing obligations. We’ll 

soon be gearing up for autumn and winter, but for 

now, we relax, learn new music, and recharge our 

batteries. 

It’s the perfect time to join the choir and/or the Praise 

Team, as we enjoy the more leisurely pace after 

Easter. All are welcome to sing with us and join our 

musical fellowship. Our cookouts feature some of the 

best cooking you’ll ever eat. So, come join us. No 

experience is necessary. If you’d like to join us, please 

call or text Lynn Marie at 407-460-1298.  We practice 

on Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

United Methodist Men  
By Dick Powell, UMM President 

The UMM Group will be traveling to Winter 

Garden in two weeks for a District meeting. All 

men of the church are invited to join us on the first 

Saturday of each month for breakfast and 

fellowship at 8 a.m. at the Rodeo Diner. 

UMW in Action 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’s 

vision is to support global and local 

missions.  All women are invited to 

attend our meetings on the first 

Thursday of the month, from 

September through April. May Meeting is 

breakfast at the Village Inn. Monies for the budget 

are raised thru Pledges, Dinners and Village Inn 

Receipts.  

Projects this year are cards to shut-ins, small gifts 

to women on Mother’s Day and recognizing 

graduating seniors.  Dinners are the 4th Thursday, 

September thru May.  

Elmer’s Kitchen 

By Judyann Ruth, Elmer’s Kitchen Representative 

In March we were notified that Elmer’s Meal Kitchen 

Ministries, Inc., the umbrella organization under 

which meals are served to the homeless and the 

needy from our church, would stop providing 

services and be dissolved as of April 4. Our Pastor felt 

that these services were critical to the ministry of our 

church and must continue. As a result, we have 

organized Elmer’s Kitchen Ministries of First United 

Methodist Church St. Cloud. It will operate under the 

auspices and at the direction of the church. Pastor 

Santos has asked Frank and Betty Tupper to 

coordinate this new ministry. We are fortunate that 

other participating churches have agreed to this 

transition, and there will be no interruption in the 

serving of meals. We are looking forward to a bright 

future in the service of others. 



Student Ministries 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

Six students served at Osceola Health and Rehabilitation 

Center In March by helping residents do art and making 

art for residents who were unable. Student Ministries continues to serve 

the students of our Church and encourages the students to serve others. 

To see more Student 

Ministry activities go to: 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

FirstUMCYouth 

From the Board of Trustees 
By Jim Dunn, Chair Board of Trustees 

Work continues on the Parsonage and the Church Sanctuary. We need 

volunteers for the following: (1) To work on Special Projects, (2) To join the 

Board of Trustees. 

Save May 7th as a day to join the Men’s Saturday Bible Study Group for 

project work. Join us afterwards for fellowship at the Hickory Tree property. 

Thank you!! 

Editor’s Note: 
By Lou Murray, Newsletter Editor 

Welcome to the first issue of 

FAITHAlive, your monthly church 

newsletter. Your comments and 

contribut ions are  invi ted. 

Although I did my best to solicit 

articles of interest from the key 

persons responsible for the many 

aspects of church life, undoubtedly 

there is other news that should 

have been included. My apologies 

in advance to anyone who was left 

out. Please don’t hesitate to submit 

any information you think is of 

interest for next month’s issue, or 

point out anything at all that can 

be done better. You’ll see me every 

other Sunday playing with the 

praise band, but you can also 

email me at: newsletter@ 

firstchurchstcloud.org 

Pictures welcome!!! You can give 

me a nice sharp original, or email 

it in .jpg format. Deadline for our 

June issue: May 15 

By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

Great things are happening at First 

United Methodist Preschool!  We 

are currently enrolling children 

ages 3-5 for the 2016-2017 school 

year.  We are a VPK and School 

Readiness provider.  Our school 

recognizes that all aspects of a 

child’s physical, emotional, social, 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l 

development should be nurtured 

and celebrated.  Children learn and 

develop in a Christian atmosphere 

of love, motivation and fun. 

This month’s Bible Story is Daniel 

and the Lion’s Den.  The children 

participated in an interactive chapel 

where Daniel, King Darius and the 

lions came to life to help reinforce 

this wonderful story about faith and 

prayer.  In addition, the children are 

learning about spring and the 

environment by investigating 

worms and planting.   

To see what other exciting 

happenings are going on, visit our 

Facebook page at facebook.com/

fumpsc. 

First United Methodist Preschool 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstUMCYouth
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUMCYouth
http://www.facebook.com/fumpsc/
http://www.facebook.com/fumpsc/

