
First UMC 

Preschool 

Kicks Off 
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

The 2017-2018 school year kicked off with 62 

children on Monday, 8/21.  The halls were 

filled with laughter, smiles and a few tears 

(mostly by parents).  A Boo Hoo/Yahoo 

Breakfast was provided for the parents.  We are 

excited for a new year of learning, laughter and sharing the love of Jesus with His precious children.  All classes are full!  

It’s here!!  We are excited to launch our new Preschool Website:  www.firstumcpreschoolstcloud.com.  You can also access this site by 

clicking the “Preschool” button on the church website.  We will use this site to provide up-to-the-minute information on our program.  

Our Facebook page www.facebook.com/fumpsc is also a wonderful place to see what’s happening at our school.  God continues to bless us 

more than we could ever imagine! 

 

O What a Joy!   Listen to the album of inspirational songs by our own First UMC musicians at http://

goldenclouds1.bandcamp.com    And we still have a few copies of the CD available in the church office at $10 each, proceeds 
going to Elmer’s Kitchen. 

Children’s Church & 

PaJammin’ with Jesus 

SEPTEMBER TOPICS 

September 3 Good Soup: Listening to others and 
treating them fairly are ways to show God’s goodness. . 

September 10: (Pajammin’ Week) It’s Free!: When we 
love God, we give generously. (Second Annual Bedding 
Collection for Children’s Home.) 

Pajammin’  Discussion: Missionaries of Charity: Our 
kind actions demonstrate God’s love.. 

September 17: Homes for the Homeless:  Kindness is 
doing good without expecting anything in return. 

September 24:  (Pajammin’ Week) Care for Foster 
Children: (Donations for St. Cloud Cares and/or Bags of 
Love)  Sharing what you have can show your love for 
God and bring kindness to many people. 

Pajammin’  Discussion: Birthdays around the World: 
God created us as unique people who can know Him and 
love one another. 

Church-wide Study of Moses 
For six weeks, beginning September 29, we will have a Church-wide 

study about Moses. The study will be based on the book “Moses: The 

Reluctant Prophet” by Adam Hamilton. The Serendipity Sunday 

School and Student Ministries will be joining in the study, while an 

additional Sunday School for Adults and Children will be held for the 

six-weeks. The Adult Sunday School will meet in the Student 

Ministry Room and Children Sunday School will be in the Children’s 

Ministry Room at 9:45.  

Contact Christa at youth.pastor@FirstChurchStCloud.com for 

questions. 

Floating With The Youth Group 

By Lou Murray, Newsletter Editor 

Meet Dave Daniel, the chairman of our Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC,) which facilitates 

relations between pastor and staff and congregation. Whenever there is an issue of misunderstanding or 

miscommunication in our affairs, he’s there to promote 

solutions. 

You’ll see Dave regularly in different positions in our 

church. He is responsible for purchasing supplies for our Bags of Love Ministry, and 

shows up to lead that activity every Tuesday.  You’ll  find him behind the scenes in the 

kitchen, leading the crew for community meals. Plus, he’s done repairs to the church 

parsonage. 

Dave is now retired from Rent-a-Center, where he worked for some years as a TV 

technician. A committed Christian since age 15, he has been a member of many 

churches in a career that brought him to different locations. In retirement he is happy 

to be serving First United Methodist Church of St. Cloud, where he has been a 

member for over a year. 

Dave has been married for 26 years to his wife Ellen, who enthusiastically supports all 

his activities. Thank you Dave and Ellen! 
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It’s All About Relationships 

COMING 
EVENTS 

Sep 7 | 10am ..................................... UMW 
 in Family Life Center 

Sep 8 | 7pm  .............. Meditation with Music 
Friday evenings in Sanctuary Annex 

Sep 9 ...............UMM Bible Study & Cookout 
At Hickory Tree Property, 5-8pm 

By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

Our students finished the summer of studying Jesus’ miracles 

with our annual trip to Kelly Run at Rock Springs, where 

we enjoyed God’s creation, and were blessed with beautiful 

weather and fellowship together. 

The students this year will continue learning about Jesus’ 

time on earth and join in the Church-wide study of Moses. 

We are in need of adult volunteers to help on Sunday 

evenings with the students. Contact 

Christa if you are interested in helping. 

http://www.firstumcpreschoolstcloud.com
http://www.facebook.com/fumpsc
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DEADLINE: 
September 15th for October issue 

Come Pray with us 

at 

POWER 

HOUR 
Every Monday  

8:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary annex  

(Serendipity  

classroom) 

We welcome your 

prayer  

requests. 

Pastor Wilma Says... 
By Rev. Wilma Reyes, Senior Pastor 

As I read the news and listened to the radio this week, I couldn’t help to feel 

helpless before the tragedy surrounding hurricane Harvey as it hit the state of 

Texas. Hundreds have lost their homes, some even their lives.  

Knowing that the life of the people affected by this catastrophic event will never 

be the same, my mind goes to the many times I’ve questioned God on why is 

there so much suffering in this world. I was reminded of the account of Job, a 

righteous man who was hit by some of the most terrible tragedies a person can 

go; he lost his sons and daughters, all his possessions, business when Satan 

requested from God to afflict him to see if he would curse the One he 

worshipped. Scriptures like this make me cringe. How can God allow for such 

things to happen?  

The book of Job doesn’t offer much of an answer to the problem of the suffering 

of the innocent in this world, but it does provide a very important lesson—no 

matter what happens, God is with us. I strongly believe that the ages-long 

paradox of the congruity between the existence of a good and omnipotent God 

and the evil that we endure daily can only find an answer in the mystery of the 

presence of God with us through the person of Jesus Christ. The problem of evil 

is a problem of images. Humanity was to be the bearer of the image of God, but 

this was distorted through sin. Until the final redemption of humanity, when 

we will be forever in the presence of God, evil will continue to be in our midst. 

However, through the mystery of the body of Christ, God’s presence is made real 

in this world. Through the participation in the community of faith, we can find 

the healing presence of God, a presence that brings us, like John Wesley said, 

not only to personal holiness, but also to social holiness. It is in the caring for 

each other, especially the poor and the outcast in society, that we can challenge 

the examinations of the problem of evil.  

Evil is not something we can explain away, it is must be dealt with a 

relationally focused approach. The attempt to “justify” God’s attributes with 

images of freedom while we continue to oppress the ones already suffering only 

presents a God whose power is predominant. This can only bring humanity to a 

paralyzing fear of God, which is the greatest human tragedy. It is only through 

the experience of loving each other that the church can bridge the truth of God 

through human experience. Only through the church we can harmonize the 

existence of truth and beauty with the push of evil in this world as we 

participate together in human solidarity.  

As we stand together against injustice and neglect of our 

covenant to love one another as God has loved us, and through 

the establishments of rituals of repentance, remembrance, and 

hope, we can restore the image of a compassionate God who 

never forsakes or fails the world. And perhaps as we do so, we 

will be able to reflect the image of God incarnate his love in acts 

of justice, mercy, and living humbly before his presence.  

Have You Missed Our Choir? 
By Charlie Middleton, Music Director 

UMW News 

New Fresh Expression:  

Meditation with Music 
Do you need 30 minutes of inner peace? 

Beginning September 8th, musical composer Lou Murray 

will lead a half hour "Meditation with Music" on Friday 

evenings at 7pm in the Sanctuary Annex. 

After a hectic week, if you need to relax, a period of 

meditation with quiet music may be just the thing to 

renew your soul. If you've never tried it, why not now? 

Lou has taught meditation, on many levels, for over 40 

years. She is the author of the "Meditations in the Light" 

series of advanced lessons, and has been a guest speaker at 

many churches on spiritual subjects. 

Come join us for some "quiet time" that will soothe your 

soul. Everyone is welcome, so invite a friend if you like. 

By Judyann Ruth, President 

It’s time for us to resume our monthly meetings. First will be executive 

meeting on Monday, August 28th at 10am. Circle Meeting  will be 

Thursday, Sept. 7 at 10am. Please bring a Bible. We are a Mission 

Study Group.  

All meetings are in the Family Life Center. All women are invited to at-

tend. In 2018 United Methodist Women will celebrate 150 years young.  

Summer is over, and it’s time to think First United Methodist choir once 
again. All smiling faces and joyful voices are welcome.  Many church 
choirs are dying. Here’s why: 

1.  People are reluctant to perform. We don’t sing the way we once did. I 

grew up singing at home, in school, and in church every week. Now it 

seems as though people think they are not good enough to sing. 

2. People move. Sometimes we have no option but to move. The 

circumstances change with employment, or a family member becomes 

unable to live alone, etc. 

3. Recession. This forces families to relocate to find jobs. 

What seems to be fading away is the “performance choir,” replaced by 

choirs that lead the whole congregation in song.  

More than “performance,” we need an army of willing worshipers who 

will help lead the people of God into the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Forget about the demands and pressure of  “performance.” Are you a 

willing worshiper? Talk to me. Together, let’s revive the joy of singing. 

THANKS 
for your help 

St. Cloud Cares 

Food Collection 

Every 1st Sunday 

The Son of  Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them. 

Luke 9:56 

Next Month:  
The Recipe Corner 

Eileen Perez has generously offered to present favorite 

recipes from the congregation each month. Watch for the 

first one in our next issue 

And don’t be surprised if she asks YOU to share YOUR 

kitchen secrets! 


