
Preschool News  
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

Children’s Church & 
PaJammin’ with Jesus 

Topics for October  

October 1: Service with a Smile 
Be ready to serve others with a gentle attitude. 

October 8: PaJammin’ Week 
Talented People use the talents God gave you to 
serve others. 
Donations for garage sale fundraiser 
Sunday School: Show God’s love by caring for 
the problems of others. 

October 15: The Lady with the Lamp 
Generous and kind attitudes help us build 
friendships. 

October 22: Pajammin’ Week 
Traveling School: 
Goodness includes using what God gives you to 
help others. 

Donations for St. Cloud Cares and/or Bags of 
Love 
Discussion: Faithful Heroes 
Remembering the actions of people in God’s 
family encourages us to show our faith in God. 

October 29: Will Work for Free 
Humble and gentle attitudes help us not to look 
down on others. 

The month of September has been somewhat of a blur!  

Hurricane Irma caused us to miss a week of classes.  

Upon our return, it was like having a second first day of 

school!   

Thankfully, no one suffered extreme loss and everyone 

was safe.  Thanks be to God!  The children have Chapel 

every Wednesday at 9:00 in the Sanctuary.  This month, 

they have learned about Jonah and how it is important 

to obey God’s commands.  Please feel free to join us for 

Chapel!  

Our Yankee Candle Fundraiser will run from 9/25-

10/9.  If you have an interest in making a purchase, 

please let me know.  Our Preschool will receive 40% of 

total sales as profit which will be used to purchase a defi-

brillator for the school.  Items will be delivered prior to 

Thanksgiving. 

Come Pray with us 
at 

POWER HOUR 
Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex  
(Serendipity classroom) 

We welcome your  
prayer requests 

The weekend of September 9-11 was a busy one here at First UMC St. 

Cloud. With Hurricane Irma on the way, we opened the Family Life 

Center as a shelter from the storm, and hosted over 40 people for the 

duration.  

(Continued page 3)  

Hurricane Irma: a Full House 

Allen Detweiler chats with Frank and Becky 

No one went hungry, thanks to our  
kitchen volunteers 

Upcoming Events 
Oct. 5 ..................... UMW Meeting  

10am in Family Life Center 

Oct. 7 ............. Men’s Bible Study &  
Cookout  5-8pm  Hickory Tree  

Oct. 12 . Church Council Mtg. 7pm 

Oct.  14 ....... Craft Fair & Rummage  
Sale 8-2  Family Life Center 

Oct. 15 ............. Charge Conference  
4 pm First UMC Kissimmee 

Oct. 30 ........................Movie Night 
6:30 pm Family Night Center 
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Annual Craft Fair & Yard 

Sale October 14 
By Lou Murray & Dave Daniel 

Mark your calendar! Our second annual yard sale and craft fair will be held 
Saturday, October 14, 8-2, on the church lawn and in the Family Life 
Center.  Proceeds will go to fund our Bags of Love and Children’s 
ministries. 

If you have items to donate, please come by or call the church office, (407) 
892-3128. Volunteers will come pick up large items if necessary. 

To reserve a table, or inquire for further information, you may contact 
Dave Daniel: dad29@earthlink.net, or (407) 508-9567. 

By Donna Regn, Bags of Love and Shelter Coordinator, and Lou Murray, Editor 

mailto:dad29@earthlink.net
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DEADLINE: 
October 15th for November issue 

Pastor Wilma Says… 
By Rev. Wilma Reyes, Senior Pastor 

When it comes to the Holy Spirit’s gifts and graces, I thought for years 

that being an “evangelist” was just not how God had gifted me. I recall 

my time back in college, as I was a member of a Christian fraternity. Part 

of the membership requirements was signing up for two committees. The 

first year, I signed up for the media and announcements committee, and 

the finance committee—this last one because someone I loved really 

begged me. The evangelism committee had the smallest number of 

members. Now, you might ask, why was that? Isn’t evangelization one of  

Jesus’ most important mandates in Scripture? Well, perhaps Jesus didn’t 

know that it required to go up to people and present to them the plan of 

salvation, or at least, that’s what I was taught.  

It wasn’t only just a couple years ago that I was able to finally figure out 

what this deal with evangelism was, and believe me, it was far from what 

my college days friends used to do. When we take that famous verse 

which every one is looks up when it comes to evangelism; “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). The emphasis given to the 

missional thrust has always been placed on the word “go”; thus implying 

a mandate. However, a careful exegesis (fancy word for deep study) 

shows the emphasis being placed on “make disciples”. This is a game 

changer! When we emphasize on “going” we are seeing it as a mandate, 

something that we have to do, or else. But evangelism is a gift given to us 

by God to make disciples of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit empowers us 

to live in community, building relationships with one another, and in 

those relationships people get to know the love and grace of God.  

It is not simple to let go of traditions that have been ingrained in our 

lives. I was taught that unless someone repeated some prayer, they would 

not be saved. I think that salvation is a process that begins in us before 

we were born as God imparts his prevenient grace on our lives. From 

thereon, we enter a process of Sanctification, which is another fancy 

word for the Holy Spirit’s transformation in our lives so we can love God 

with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as 

ourselves. That’s the key to everything. Love one another as God has 

loved us. So, come to think about it, evangelization is more like creating 

friendships! Wish I had known that back in college. 

UMW News 

By Judyann Ruth, President 

United Methodist Women 

Executive meeting is on Monday, 

October 2nd at 10:00am in the 

Family Life Center. 

Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, 

October 5th at 10:00 AM. We will 

have our meetings in the Sunday 

School Room (next to the 

church). Light refreshments will 

be served. 

We will be planning activities for 

the next year. There will be a 

table at the October 14th yard 

sale. 

All women are invited to attend. 

Besides  providing  floor  space,  pillows  and  blankets,  our  

volunteers planned and served delicious meals for all the guests. 

(The broccoli salad was first rate!) We were blessed with electric 

power most of the time, and kept spirits up throughout the vigil. 

Margaret and daughter Kate, Frank S., James Wise, Donna H, 

Pam, Kathy, Bobby, and others too numerous to name pitched 

in and helped as needed. We thank all our volunteers for a 

wonderful team effort; they were a blessing to all. 

Hurricane Irma brought out the best in most of us, as many of 

our guests cooperated and helped with the many chores that 

needed to be done. 

There was some damage to our church structures, a cracked 

window and panels on a roof overhang, which can be fixed. 

THANKS 
for your help 

St. Cloud Cares 

Sunday evening praise & worship with surprise visitors who  
blessed us with music and the Word 

Outside was not a safe place to be. 

Pet friendly? You bet! 

Food Collection 

Every 1st Sunday 

Hurricane Irma (Continued) 


