
Preschool Celebrates Easter  
By Denise Dunn, Director 

Chapel on 4/19/17 was a special 
surprise and treat for everyone! 

We all gathered on the front steps 
of the Sanctuary. We sang songs 
of praise and shouted to the 
neighborhood in our best outside 
voices that Jesus loves us best! We 
then spoke about Easter and how 
Jesus died on the cross for us but 
that He did NOT stay dead. He is 
alive and sits in heaven waiting 
and watching over us. What an 
AMAZING miracle! We then 
spoke about a caterpillar that becomes a chrysalis and looks dead, but then he emerges as a beautiful butterfly. The sur-
prise ending was the release of 26 Painted Ladies butterflies as a great remembrance of the event. Thank you to the par-
ents and church members that joined us for this memorable event and to Ms. Christa, Youth Pastor, for her guidance 
and support! 

The ladies from The Believers Bible Study Group treated all of the children to a copy of the Jelly Bean Prayer and jelly 
beans to go along with it.  They loved hearing about the different colors and how it related to the Easter Story of Jesus.  
Thank you, ladies, for sharing the love of Christ with these precious children! 

I am truly blessed with the most AMAZING job that I can come to every day!  

Youth Group: VBS Is Coming! 
By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

Vacation Bible School will be Hero Central on June 12-15 from 9-11am. We will study the story of Samuel anointing 

David as king (1 Sam. 16), Abigail’s 

courage (1 Sam. 25), Jesus as a boy in the 

Temple (Luke 2:41-52), and the Holy 

Spirit filling the Disciples (Acts 2). In 

these four stories the children will learn 

about the powers God has given each of 

us: heart, courage, wisdom and power. 

Many volunteers are needed; all planning 

is already completed and supplies are 

provided. 

VBS Registration of Volunteers and Par-

ticipants is on the Church website: 

www.FirstChurchStCloud.org/VBS-2017 Easter: Children and Students danced to songs at the 11:00 
Easter Service, giving an extra joyful ending to the service.  

THANKS 

for your help 
St. Cloud Cares 

Food Collection 
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Easter Eggs: Family Fun and Fellowship! 
By Brooke Walther, Children’s Ministry 

On April 9th, the Children’s Ministry held its annual PaJammin' with Jesus 

Easter Egg Hunt at our country church Hickory Tree property. There were 

games, crafts, snacks and of course eggs, 1100 to be exact. We had over 40 

families in attendance, which included many of our PaJammin' regulars, 

preschool children and their parents, members of the Girl Scout Troop 

2141, and several outside the church, just simply young families who heard 

about this amazing event through Facebook or word of mouth.  

Children participated in the egg hunt by age groups 0-3, 4-6, and 7-9 years 

old. Then under the pavilion the children and their families made crafts 

that included a sticker story of Jesus's days in Jerusalem, butterfly crafts 

where we talked about how we change after we experience Jesus and be-

COMING 

EVENTS 
May 4 ....................... UMW Sarah Circle  

                     10am in Family Life Center 

May  13 ..... Pancake Breakfast 8am-noon 

May 23 ...........Preschool graduation 6pm 

June 12-15 ......................... VBS, 9-11am 

by Lou Murray, Newsletter editor 

First United Methodist has friends in the 

community. James Wise, one of the 

founders of A Place for Grace here in St. 

Cloud, has been helping out mornings 

with our Bags of Love ministry, which 

provides sack lunches to hungry people. 

James holds a BA degree in Psychology 

from LA College International and has 

worked for the Department of Correc-

tions, and for Veterans Affairs. He for-

merly served as Director of Men of Des-

tiny. 

An ordained minister, James currently 

serves as a social media specialist for Place for Grace, and conducts reli-

gious services there on Thursday and Saturday nights. 

And here’s the latest:  James just joined our church! Welcome! 

(Continued page 3) 

Helping Hands for Bags of Love  
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Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

According to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 

members make covenant to do the following: 

1. To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 

of the world, and repent of their sin; 

2. To accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression; 

3. To confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his grace, 

and promise to serve him as their Lord; 

4. To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as 

Christ’s representatives in the world; 

5. To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all 

in their power to strengthen its ministries; 

6. To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their 

presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness; 

7. To receive and profess the Christian faith as 

contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. 1  (1 The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church, 2012 (Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 

2012), paragraph 217, page 153.) 

 

In April we welcomed to our church six new 

members: Abigail Feliciano, Donna Regn, Bert 

Canton, Elijah Palmer, James  Wise and  Derick 

Hauck. We are happy that they decided to be part of 

this beautiful church, and we make the commitment 

UMW News 
By Judyann Ruth, UMW President 

United Methodist Women will host a din-

ner on Saturday, April 29th at 5 pm. 

Menu  is: ham, scalloped  potatoes, green 

beans and dessert, all for $7.00. Afterward 

there will be a hymn sing led by Lou 

Murray from the praise band. 

Next meeting is Thursday, May 4th with 

breakfast at Village Inn at 9:30 am.  

On May  5th, Church Women United will 

meet at St. Thomas Catholic Church with 

program and lunch at noon. Program is 

May Friendship Day. 

All women are invited to attend. 

Donna and Derick 

(Continued page 3) 

come a Christian, and they colored Holy Week Crosses showing the four major days of Holy Week (Palm Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday!) The kids were also given Easter Ever After pamphlets purchased by 

Children's Ministry to educate and entertain the children and their families about why we should celebrate Easter every-

day. They were also given jelly beans and the Jelly Bean Prayer provided by the Women's Prayer Group 

Families were very excited about the event and enjoyed 

themselves. Parents were given schedules about our Lent, 

PaJammin' with Jesus, VBS, 345 and Youth schedules. 

Many moms and dads were surprised to find out about the 

history of our property and the many programs we have at 

our church. They said they looked forward to seeing us out 

at the property more often and can't wait to be a part of 

our next family friendly event. 

 I would like to thank David Daniel, Gussy Lovejoy, Char-

lie Middleton, Donna Regn and many members of the 

youth group for all their help. Without them we wouldn't 

have had all the craft and snack stations covered, and the 

event wouldn't have run as smoothly as it did. I would also 

like to thank the Women's Prayer group for donating the 

Jelly Bean Prayer packets. Thank you Ben and Shawnasie 

Lesley for the amazing photographs you were able to take 

of this event and the moments shared by our church family 

and the community. I also want to thank everyone else in 

the congregation and preschool who donated eggs and 

treats for this amazing event. Without the support of each 

and every one of you and your contributions, this event and ones like it in the future wouldn't be possible. As always, 

thanks for your love, prayer and support of our littlest disciples. 

Easter: Family Fun and Fellowship!  Continued from page 1) 

Pastor Edwin Says Continued from page 2) 

to be in prayer for all of you as you grow in your faith. Please let’s make them feel wel-

come to the great community of FUMC Saint Cloud.  

How do I become a member of a United Methodist church? 

If you have never been baptized, you will prepare for baptism. If you were baptized as 

an infant or young child and have not made a profession of faith and been confirmed, 

then you will prepare to reaffirm your 

baptism when you take the membership 

vows. If you are a member of another 

part of the church (such as Baptist, Pres-

byterian or Lutheran), then you can 

transfer your membership from that 

church to a local United Methodist 

Church. If you are a member of another 

Christian church that does not transfer 

membership, you can make a profession 

of faith and be received as a member. 

If you are interested in joining, talk to 

me about becoming a member of First 

United Methodist Church. I will be able 

to answer your questions and help you 

discern what next steps to take. 

Have a Blessed day!  

With Love! Pastor Edwin 

 

 

The Trusted Corner 
By Faelo Donis, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we are 

still looking for a licensed roofing com-

pany. Also we are looking for licensed masons to help with pointing bricks, 

stained glass repair technician, and finally, we need a licensed handyman to 

finish the room next to the nursery room in the Sanctuary. Please, please let 

the office know. We are looking to fix these problems as soon as possible. 

Serving is one way that Jesus showed us the way to the Heavenly Father; 

we encourage you to search for that place you feel comfortable serving God. 

This is one way your personal relationship with Him will grow. Finally, I 

would like to lift a prayer for our brothers and sisters united by the grace 

and love of our Heavenly Father. 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your daily blessings. Please let 

us be an instrument of your amazing love, please let your faithful servants 

do the work that needs to be done to glorify your kingdom, touch each of 

our hearts and reveal our Spiritual Gifts of Your Spirit, and allow every 

available Christian to help your church be the light that illuminates this 

world. Amen   

    Donna and Derick 
 Donna, Abigail & Bert 


