
Preschoolers Contribute 

to Food Pantry  
By Denise Dunn, Director 

The children have been learning about 

friendship and giving to others.  All 

classes participated in a Food Drive to 

collect non-perishable items for the St. 

Cloud Food Pantry.  We are excited to 

announce that thanks to the very generous 

donations by students and parents, we do-

nated over 170 pounds of food!  Thanks be 

to God! 

We are currently enrolling for the 2017-

2018 school year.  Thus far, we have re-

ceived 35 registrations.  We are licensed 

for 70, so we are halfway full!  For more 

information, pricing and to see photos of 

our program, you can visit our Facebook 

page @fumpsc.  To register, you may con-

tact the office at 407-892-6884. 

O What a Joy!   Listen to the album of inspirational songs by our own First UMC musicians at 

http://goldenclouds1.bandcamp.com    And we still have a few copies of the CD available in the church of-

fice at $10 each, proceeds going to Elmer’s Kitchen. 

Come Pray with us at 

POWER HOUR 
Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex  

(Serendipity classroom) 

We welcome your prayer  

requests. 

The Trusted Corner 

By Faelo Donis, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Projects update: 

1. Priority on our list is to fix the roof of three of our 
properties. During last Council meeting the congregation 
voted to temporarily patch the sanctuary roof, which will 
hold us for at least a year until $70,000 becomes available 
to completely replace the roof of the sanctuary.  

2. Family Life Center needs repairs to the roof Soffit and 
fascia, price around $1,500.  

3. Parsonage is also in need of some roof repairs to the 
porch’s addition which is in the range of $1000.  

Once again, I would like to appeal to your heart and thankful spirits. We must become wiser in the way we as a 
church allocate and expend our limited funds and resources. There are many ways that you can help. The church 
could use your special skill, or someone you know; you can help by informing us if you see something wrong or un-
safe; please let us know if you have an idea that can help us be more efficient. Finally, I would like to lift a prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your daily blessings, please let us be an instrument of your amazing love, 
please let your faithful servants do the work that needs to be done to glorify Your kingdom, touch each of our hearts 
and reveal our Spiritual Gifts of Your Spirit, and allow every available Christian to help your church be the light that 
illuminates this world. Amen 
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Sharing the LOVE 
By Brooke Walther, Children’s Ministry 

During PaJammin' with Jesus on February 
11th our preschoolers through 2nd graders 
decorated lunch bags for our Bags of Love 
Ministry. We discussed that these bags 
were going to be given to the homeless to 
brighten their day and share the LOVE! 
We learned about how Jesus wants us to 
love our neighbor. We also discussed that 

Jesus loved us and if we want to follow in 
His footsteps we must love all people no 
matter the circumstances as Jesus loved us. 
We learned that love is kind, patient, does 
not boast, and love is not self serving. We 
read a mini book about I Corinthians 13:4-
7. Then we made Love is... mobiles and 
exchanged Valentines with one another! 
Fun was had by all and we look forward to seeing more friends at our next Pajammin'!  

Remember PaJammin' with Jesus is held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday evenings from 6-7pm! Invite a friend.   

COMING 

EVENTS 
March 2 .................... UMW Sarah Circle  

                     10am in Family Life Center 

March  4 .. Men’s monthly Wesley Group 

                               5-9pm at Hickory Tree 

March 18 ............. Spaghetti Dinner, 5pm 

 

There’s a new face in the church office these days. 

Myrna Lee is helping to keep things organized. 

Myrna last worked as an office administrator for  

a large Montessori school in Lancaster, PA. In 

2008, she inherited family property in St. Cloud, 

and now spends 7 months of the year here, the rest 

of the year in Lancaster, PA. 

Together with Joyce Perkins, Myrna is pitching in to keep our church of-

fice running. “I am blessed to have found a church home at First United 

Methodist,” she says.  

Thanks for your help, Myrna! 

Our kids add their special touch 

Office Help 
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DEADLINE: 
March 15th for April issue 

Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

Dear Member, 

This Lent, your devotional life is going to change. Which means your 

day to day routine should also be warned: a change is on the horizon. 

Here is some background about Lent and why we celebrate it. The 

church in Rome and North Africa had three weeks of preparation before 

Easter for those being baptized. Others parts of the early church also held 

three week baptismal preparations at various times of the year. At the 

Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D., these fasts were combined into what we 

know as the season of Lent. Throughout history, Lent has varied in 

length, but it lasts about forty days and it was meant as a time of fasting. 

However, Sundays were still little Easters and, hence, not part of the 

Lenten fast. Traditional Lenten practices include the use of purple 

vestments and kneeling for prayers (both symbolizing penitence), and the 

omissions of certain words, for example, “Alleluia”. For us, Lenten 

disciplines might include cutting back on watching TV or not playing 

computer games. 

Historically, Fat Tuesday, the day before Lent begins, meant going out 

and indulging in pleasure. 

This year I invite you to consider a form of fasting and repentance for 

Lent. Pick something in your life that you know needs to go. Don’t pick 

something easy like chocolate, coffee or sodas. Go without gossip or 

sarcasm or judgment or anger. And then take it a step further and go 

without those things that are just terrible for your physical body. 

Then, if you are able, join me and let’s take it step farther. On top of 

going without something for forty days, I also want you to make a 

spiritual addition to your devotional life- preferably something that might 

parallel what you are going without. If you plan to go forty days without 

TV, coffee or sodas, plan on reading ten books of the Bible. If you plan 

on going without coffee, pizza, sodas or chocolate, plan on exercising 

forty minutes a day. Or if a parallel is not there, just plan on adding 

something—pray for your annoying coworker, pray for a politician you 

dislike, do a good deed in secret, give away some of your valued 

possessions. 

Please make plans to join us during this holy season. 

March 1st Ash Wednesday Service 7pm 

April 9 Palm Sunday Service 8:30 am & 11:00am 

April 13 Maundy Thursday 7pm 

April 14 Good Friday Service 7pm 

April 16 Sunrise Service at Hickory Tree Property 6am 

April 16 Easter Service 11am (Sanctuary) 

Your life is about to change. And in forty days, with God’s help, you will 
be the person you’ve always wanted to be, living the life you’ve always 
wanted. 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Edwin 

 
 

By Judyann Ruth, UMW President 

Our next United Methodist Women circle 

meeting is Thursday, March 2 at 

10am.  The program will be "PRAYER & 

SELF DENIAL. There will be a short busi-

ness meeting and light refreshments.  

On Friday, March 3th Church Women 

United will meet at noon with lunch  and 

program to follow. Program is 

"KINDLING NEW FIRES OF HOPE. All 

meetings are held in Family Life Center. 

All women are invited to attend. Come see 
what we are about.  

Blessings to all. 

UMW News 

THANKS 

for your help 
St. Cloud Cares 

Food Collection 

Every 1st Sunday 

By Brooke Walther 

I am sure I am like many of you and literally go nowhere with-

out my cell phone but, should we not have something else with 

us at all times. A couple of years ago I downloaded the HOLY 

BIBLE app on my phone and it has been a Godsend. I now have 

an instant reference for times I am stressed, anxious, grieving, 

conflicted or just floundering.  Over this past weekend, I was 

doing just that: floundering, treading water and desperately 

searching for some direction. I know the Bible is the one true 

compass for us in our daily life. However, I find myself not 

knowing where to start sometimes. Have you ever thought: I 

need to be more centered and focused; I need help connecting 

with family, friends or God; How can I forgive when; How can I 

teach my kids to spend quality time with God in prayer or self-

reflection? Well, there is a Devotional for That and Many, 

Many, More! 

The reason I love this free app is I can choose my devotional 

plan from the many listed within in its categories. Then, I can 

set an alarm within the app to remind me to read my devotional 

to myself before I even get out of the sheets of my bed in the 

morning. I can also set one for before bedtime for the kids’ time 

with God at night. This makes sure I spend time in God’s Word 

and allows me to be fed spiritually and feel refreshed for the up-

coming day or week. Remember seven days without God’s word 

leaves a man weak. I hope this helps all of us walk a little closer 

to God on a daily basis. 

Tips on How to Access Devotionals: 

Step 1: Download  from  

Step2: Open app and click Plans at the bot-

tom center of the page.Plans at the bottom 

center of the page.

 

Step 3: Click Discover at the top right side  

This will open a search page filled with 

categories and reference points for you to 

find the devotional just right for you. 

Recommended Devotionals: 

Relationship Devotionals: 

Devotionals for Kids: 

There Is a Devotional for That! 


