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VBS: Lots of Kids, Lots of Fun 
By Christa Olson , Youth Pastor 

COMING 

EVENTS 
July 6, 7pm .................. Trustees Meeting 

July 20, 7pm ..... Church Council Meeting 

 

“I will have heart!  I will have courage! 

I will have wisdom!  I will have power! 

I am God’s Hero!” 

At our 2017 Vacation Bible School, June 12-15, each morning the children sang out this pledge, to remind them 

that these characteristics are important and given to them by God. Throughout the four days the children learned 

through the stories in the Bible that we can be truly heroic in God. Young David was anointed as king because of 

his heart for God. Abigail was full of courage, righting a wrong, by bringing David and his 400 soldiers food. Jesus 

as a child stayed in the temple to learn and ask questions in his Father’s House, being filled with wisdom.  

Our Youngest Heroes 

Ms. Denise and Ms. Ruth’s group playing parachute 

The Holy Spirit descended on the Disciples 

and followers of Jesus, giving the power of 

God to people. 
48 children attended VBS. They played 
games, conducted science experiments, lis-
tened and acted out the Bible stories, did 
crafts, ate snacks, and sang songs to en-
courage the lessons of the week. 
 
The children brought in $84 of offering and 
learned the Hero’s Call to Action: DO 
GOOD! SEEK PEACE and GO AFTER 
IT! from Psalms 34:14b. 
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DEADLINE: 
July 15th for August issue 

O What a Joy!   Listen to the album of inspirational songs by our own First UMC musicians at 

http://goldenclouds1.bandcamp.com    And we still have a few copies of the CD available in the church 

office at $10 each, proceeds going to Elmer’s Kitchen. 

Wilma’s Coming Back! 

More Next Month on 

Our New Pastor 

June 11:  

Early Father’s 

Day Picnic  

at Hickory Tree 

Property 

 

It was Fun for 

All! 



The Trusted Corner 
By Faelo Donis, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Get Connected, get involved in your church: The Benefits of Communication Skills 

When you improve how you talk and present yourself, you reap the benefits of communication. You boost your confi-

dence, self-esteem, and social life – all universally attractive qualities. 

Here’s what better communication can do for your church – who knows, you might actually begin to enjoy doing 

God’s mandate to love one another: 

1.      Increased productivity at church 

2.      Better feedback that enhances the quality of work 

3.      Less time wasted resolving interpersonal problems  

4.      Ideas flow smoothly through the church 

5.      Effective problem-solving as teams work well together 

6.      Less absenteeism from increased ministry’s satisfaction 

On a personal  level: 

7.  Better communication increases your success. 

8.  Better communication makes you relaxed. Stress relates to how we manage ourselves with the world. You become re-

laxed by assertively telling someone “no” if they ask you to do what you don’t want. You no longer worry over the 

world’s reactions if you respond from control within yourself.   

9.  Better communication makes you satisfied. You’re satisfied when you meet a need or desire. To get what you want, 

either someone gives it to you or you get it yourself. You cannot control what someone gives you (although you can 

influence them), which means you must learn how to get what you want to be satisfied. You do this by improving 

your persuasion, negotiation, and influence skills. 

10.  Better communication  gives you self-control. Think of the times you said something you later regretted. Maybe you 

even slapped someone. Communication skill helps self-control to manage impulsive behavior. Self-control is beyond 

not doing actions; it also involves doing the right things. 

11. Better communication helps self-understanding. Do you know why you feel bad when someone gives you criticism? 

Why do you feel surges of anger towards someone you love? How do you overcome fear that stops you from talking 

with that brother or sister? 

If you’re like most people, you don’t understand your behavior. This hurts you every day. Not even I fully understand 

myself in a way that lets me use my mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual resources to my full potential. No one 

ever will. You will never have the complete answers to these questions – and you don’t need them. Prefect communi-

cation is unnecessary. 

12. Communication helps you understand people. Rarely do we understand people to the level they want. Effective com-

munication helps you see someone’s emotions, understand their emotions, and communicate at the level of emotions 

to connect the two of you in a way people rarely experience. 

Understanding happens at two levels. Firstly, good 

communication helps you understand human behavior 

as it relates to everyone. Secondly, it helps you under-

stand people you talk with as you explore what really 

matters to them. This my friend, is the real benefit of 

communication. Let it empower your life. 

This is a small list of the benefits communication skills 

can give you. There are many other benefits of com-

munication, such as getting that job promotion, better 

teamwork, and connecting with children, but hopefully 

the list gives you a great idea of the impact this glori-

ous skill can have on your life. Experience the power 

of communication. Let it supercharge your life today. 
Become one with your church family. 

THANKS 

for your help 

St. Cloud Cares 

Food Collection 

Every 1st  

Sunday 



Our Little Ones Graduate 
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

Our VPK-PreK graduation held on May 23, 2017 was a tremendous success!   Ap-
proximately 200 people attended to hear the 48 beautiful voices and see the excited 
faces of these graduates. It was an honor and a blessing to have these children here 
this year. I am so proud of each of them and can't wait to see what their futures 
hold! Thank you to Joyce Perkins for leading the opening prayer for the event. 

Our Preschool classes celebrated the end of the school year with a Moving Up 
ceremony on May 22, 2017.  Approximately 75 people attended to hear them sing 
and see them receive their awards.  All but 2 of these 16 children will be attending 
our VPK Pre-K classes next school year. 

We currently have 60 children enrolled for next year.  We have one VPK opening 
and 12 Preschool openings.  

"Pastor Edwin Says 
(Continued from Page 2) 

This is how all will know you are My disciples: by your 

love  

 
 

 

The Importance of Fellowship 
By Greg Laurie, shared by Brooke Walther 

When I find a good restaurant, I want to take people there. And not only do I want to take them there, but I want to 

let them in on the best thing to order. I want them to discover what I have discovered. In the same way, when we 

are being taught from God's Word and being blessed, we want to share it with others. Fellowship is more than just 

socializing. We may talk about all kinds of things when we come to church, but our primary purpose is to talk 

about the things of God. When the Bible says the first-century believers "devoted themselves to the apostles' teach-
ing, and to fellowship" (Acts 2:42), the word "fellowship" comes from the Greek word koinonia. It can be translated, 

"partnership," "communion," or "fellowship." The idea being communicated is that the early Christians were being 

taught the Word of God, and they wanted to share it with others. When you are walking with God, you will want 

to be with God's people. And if you are not walking with God, you probably won't want to be around God's people. 

I have found that when you are in fellowship with God and getting into His Word, then you will want to share it 

with fellow Christians. You will want to be around fellow believers. I have also found that people who are out of 

fellowship with God are almost always also out of fellowship with other believers. A lot of times, the problem is not 

with the church; the problem is with the person. Someone with covered sin in his or her life always will be trying to 

uncover sin in others' lives. Fellowship is praying together. It is serving together. It is growing and aging together. 

These are the fibers of fellowship. Fellowship with God and fellowship with other believers go together. 

https://www.facebook.com/fumpsc/photos/pcb.1199571903439677/1199569633439904/?type=3

