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Lifeline Screening Jan. 7 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based 

preventive health screenings will be at First United Methodist 

Church on Saturday, January 7, 2017. Ultrasound screenings 

to identify risk factors for cardiovascular disease include; Ca-

rotid Artery (plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Ab-

dominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak area in 

the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to the 

Souper Wednesdays  

Are Here 
By Marla Waters, Bags of Love 

Our Bags of Love provide a bag lunch and a 

sandwich Tuesday thru Friday. Now that 

the cold weather is here, we are providing 

soup on Wednesday. Most of our people are 

living in tents or in their cars., so please if 

you think you can provide a large pot of 

Soup for "Souper Wednesday" contact 

Marla at (407) 556-6243. It is a real bless-

ing to see these individuals enjoy a bowl of 

soup. 

By Christa Olson, Youth Pastor 

Candy canes are not just for 

eating. During the Christmas 

Party the youth raced each 

other in game of Candy Cane 

Hook, where a candy cane is 

placed in the mouth and is used 

as a hook to pick up other candy 

canes. The team members 

cheered each other on in the 

challenge, only to end in a tie. 

This is one of the many games 

we play while we fellowship to-

gether leading to a Bible Les-

son. 

At the Christmas Party we read the story of John the Baptist 

calling the people to prepare the way for the Lord (Luke 3 & 

Mat. 3). John the Baptist calls each of us to change our hearts 

and attitudes to prepare for Jesus. The students were re-

minded that Christmas was not just about presents, but being 

present in the life of others.  

(Continued page 4) 

Student Ministry Christmas Party Leads to Serving 

 

Emily reads the Scripture 

(Continued page 2 

Amelia and Isabel play Candy Cane Hook 
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DEADLINE: 
January15th for February issue 

Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the 

desires of your heart.” Psalm 37:4 

For us as a church, the most important thing during this 

new year is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

Transformation of the world. 

When we go to God to ask for help, hope, and healing, we 

want to know we can count on God’s all-sufficient and 

completely amazing grace. I believe God wants us to do our 

best to the best of our ability. 

God has blessed this congregation with many gifts. Think 

about our dedicated staff and volunteers. How many hours 

they dedicated during last year making hospital calls, 

planning and organizing our worship services, participating 

in the praise band and choir, designing bulletins and 

programs, delivering meals, working with children and 

youth, teaching or leading a small group, participating in 

the United Methodist Women and the United Methodist 

Men, movie night, mercy ministries, helping our brothers 

and sisters from Haiti, helping families with utility bills, 

providing lunches and showers for our beloved homeless 

community, providing counseling and coaching, etc…. And 

these are just the things I know about that we regularly do. 

I’m sure many of you are in missions where you are at work, 

home, or school. 

Changing people’s lives is what Jesus meant by offering 

salvation and sharing the good news of His love and mercy. 

So it worries me when we spend our time obsessing over 

things that are not worth considering. And it concerns me 

that sometimes we are to easily satisfied being so-so in our 

faith. 

 

Life Line Screening  

(Continued from Page 1) 

rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial 

Disease (hardening of the arteries in 

the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening 

(an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-

irregular heartbeat) and an Osteopo-

rosis Risk Assessment for men and 

women. Being proactive about your 

health by knowing your risks helps 

you and your doctor address problems 

early. 

Regis te r  on l ine  TODAY at 

w w w . l i f e l i n e s c r e e n i n g . c o m /

advantagemembers  and receive your 

Advantage”  member discount and 

your Preferred Appointment! 

If you have questions, contact Candee 

Braunstein. Phone: (800) 897-

9177 ext. 2758  

Email: candee.braunstein@llsa.com 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/advantagemembers
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/advantagemembers
mailto:candee.braunstein@llsa.com


Pastor Edwin Says (continued) 

From this day forward, I am dedicated to turning up 

the joy and enthusiasm around here. I encourage you to 

do the same. Actually, some of that is beginning to hap-

pen. Because of your dedication to shine the light of 

Christ in this community, the church leadership team is 

higly committed to continue doing our best to serve this 

great community God placed us to serve. It is becoming 

clear that all of us want our light to shine. We want to 

be a church that helps seekers grow to be fully devoted 

followers and servants of Christ. 

Everything that I do as a pastor, from checking my 

email, to preparing for sermons, meetings, to praying 

for you, will occur to help us fulfill our mission to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 

world.  And every event that we plan will be fueled by 

the passion to reach seekers and help them grow as dis-

ciples. After all, we offer ministry in God’s name and we 

want to be faithfull followers. 

My prayer for this new year is that God’s grace will con-

tinue to propel us into the future God has for us so that 

we will help seekers grow to be fully devoted followers 

and servants of Christ. 

Thanks for all your prayers! 2017 going to be an awe-

some year for us!!! 

Your servant in Christ!  

Pastor Edwin 

Come Pray with us at 

POWER HOUR 
Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex (Serendipity 

classroom) 

 

December 11: 
Children 
Celebrate 

“Happy 
Birthday 
Jesus” 



Student Ministry  
(Continued from page 1) 

At the Christmas Party a challenge was given for 

the students to help in the next Sunday’s Service. 

That challenge was meet with students reading the 

scripture, acolyting, being ushers and greeters, and 

helping with Children’s Church.  

What a blessing these students are to our Church 

and Community! Will you pray with me that in this 

New Year the students will grow in their faith and 

new students will find their way to be in fellowship 

with others while learning about Jesus. 

 

First United Methodist Preschool Christmas Program 

By Denise Dunn, Director 

The students at First United Methodist Church 

Preschool performed five songs during their Christ-

mas Program on December 15, 2016.  The children 

showed their love of Jesus through their singing 

and dancing.  I am extremely proud and honored to 

be able to spend time with these kiddos every day!  

Thanks be to God! 

Our annual Holiday Basket Drawing was a HUGE 

success!  We had 25 baskets that were donated.  I’d 

like to thank the Believers Bible Study Group, led 

by Vicki Mauro, for their donation of an Italian 

Basket.  This fundraiser raised $1,191.00 for our 

school.  This money will be used to replace some 

“tired” equipment around the school. 

 


