
Our Children Celebrate 
By Brooke Walther, Children’s Ministry 

December was a busy month for the children at First United Methodist Church! We held our PaJammin' with Jesus 

Happy Birthday Jesus Birthday Party which was an amazingly fun time of fellowship and praise.  Twenty-five children 

sang songs such as Happy Birthday Jesus and Baby 

Jesus We Love You, both songs can be found on 

youtube.com. They played games retelling portions 

of the first Noel, made party hats, discussed the 

meaning of a shape and colors of Candy Cane, and 

then they had a cupcake to share with their friends.   

The children also worshiped at our Family Service 

Christmas Eve, where the children helped the 

youth reenact the first Christmas.   

This Christmas service experience is a cherished one 

for the families and friends of our community and 

time honored tradition at our church! The children 

love participating in the service along side the 

older children and they feel empowered as full mem-

bers of the church when they can lead and share the 

story with their families. If you didn't have the op-

portunity to come to it is this past December, I truly 

hope you consider coming this year with your own 

kids, grandchildren, or neighbors.   

 

Preschool Now  

Enrolling 
By Denise Dunn, Director 

It’s that time of year again! Open enrollment for 

the 2017-18 school year is now in progress. We 

offer  a Preschool program for children who are 

age 3 by September 1st of the current school 

year and VPK Pre-K for children who are age 4 

by September 1st of the current school year. 

Class hours are 8:30am-12:30pm.  Our Pre-

school program is offered 2 (Tuesday/Thursday) 

or 3 (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) days per 

week. Our  VPK Pre-K program is 4 days 

(Monday-Thursday) per week. 

For more information, pricing, and to see photos 

of our program, you can visit our Facebook page 

@fumpsc. To register, you may contact the office 

at 407-892-6884. 

 

Our children in Nativity scene 

Preschoolers Get Hands-on Experience 
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Christmas in Haiti... 

By Frank Tupper, Elmer’s Kitchen 

Thank you to everyone 

who made our Christmas 

Day Celebration such a 

great success.  Marla Wa-

ters and Julie Alexander 

did the paperwork neces-

sary. Dave and Ellen 

Daniels served 53 people a 

delicious breakfast of bis-

cuits and gravy, scrambled 

eggs and sausage.  Most of 

those served were from 

Elmer’s and the local com-

munity.  Many joined us 

for the entire day, watch-

ing television and enjoying 

fellowship. 

(Continued page 3) 

By Brooke Walther, Haiti Relief 

A few days after Christmas I received a 

notification from Pastor Wiseguy Joseph, 

our liaison for the Hurricane Matthew 

Relief Donations. He sent me a 

Merry Christmas note and photographs of 

the men, women and children we clothed 

and fed because of your generous hearts 

and compassionate faith. What an amaz-

ing Christmas those children and families 

experienced from the help of our First 

United Methodist Saint Cloud Children's 

Ministry, Girl Scout Troop 2142 (Daisy 

and Brown troop that meets on Wednes-

day nights at our church) and other mem-

bers of the congregation. Thanks again for 

all your help and may God continue to 

bless you and the wonderful children at 

our church! 

http://youtube.com
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Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

 

Dear Christian Friends, 

Some people have fallen into the habit of believing Jesus to be a 

man who lived in deep poverty without resources. And while Jesus 

was continually on the road, without a place to lay his head, Jesus 

had money. He had enough money to utilize a full-time treasurer, a 

treasurer who happened to be stealing from him. 

Our God is not short of cash. Let’s 

stop living as if the kingdom needs a 

capital campaign to bail it out. Some 

churches may need that. But the 

kingdom of God has never been in the 

red. The kingdom of God is in the 

black every year, gaining momentum 

and interest. 

Instead of sharing week-to-week bad 

news about the budget, deficit or  

church etc., let’s start sharing ways in 

which God is changing people’s lives. Instead of focusing on our 

problems or challenges every day, let’s try getting our people 

excited about giving to the church. 

People want to give to places that are changing lives of children, 

youth and the community. People want to give to church that loves 

God more than it 

loves carpets and 

pews. People want to 

give with the hope 

that God will use the 

money to increase the 

population of heaven. 

So this month, 

instead of focusing on 

what we don’t have, 

let’s focus on the blessings God is giving us and on the coming of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

COMING 

EVENTS 
Feb. 2 ....................... UMW Sarah Circle  

                                 in Family Life Center 

Feb. 4 ...... Men’s monthly  Wesley Group 

                               5-9pm at Hickory Tree 

Feb. 18 ................ Spaghetti Dinner, 5pm 

Feb. 26 ......Pancake Breakfast, 5am-noon 

The Trusted Corner 
By Faelo Donis, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

A word about the function and duties of your 

church trustees: 

We are stewards of God’s property here at First 

United Methodist Church of St. Cloud. As repre-

sentatives of the congregation, we supervise and 

maintain the physical church property and gifts 

made to the congregation. Also trustees are respon-

sible for making sure that all legal requirements re-

lated to the property are satisfied.  

Finances are always a challenge that the Adversary 

uses to confuse new and even experienced Chris-

tians. We must become wiser in the way we, as a 

church, allocate and expend our limited funds and 

resources. Please share any ideas you have for 

maximizing our effective use of these resources. 

Communication is essential, and I will always try to 

let the congregation know what is happening in re-

gard to church property and finances. In closing I 

offer a prayer: 

“Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for all our 

daily blessings. Please let us be an instrument of 

Your amazing love, please let Your faithful servants 

do the work necessary to glorify Your kingdom, 

touch each of our hearts with your spiritual gifts, 

and allow every available Christian to help Your 

church be the light that illuminates the world, 

Amen.” 

Come Pray with us at 

POWER HOUR 
Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex  

(Serendipity classroom) 

We welcome your prayer requests. 

Christmas in St. Cloud 

(Continued from page 1) 

A wonderful traditional Christmas Din-

ner was served to 74 guests by Tom Gio-

net and his group from Christ the Savior 

Church.  They also served seconds to 31 

and prepared take out meals for 20.  Dur-

ing dinner, Lou Murray played Christ-

mas music and then played requests of 

Christmas favorites.  After that, Gary 

Nations made his appearance as Santa 

Claus.  Through the generosity of the 

congregation of First United Methodist 

Church we had personalized gifts pre-

pared for 62.  Mike Carpenter and 

Donna Regn were a great help all day-

long.  To end the day, Bob and Laura 

Vandermeulen and their family served delicious chili and sand-

wiches to about 14.  A wonderful day enjoyed by all. 

Dave Daniels, Mike Carpenter, and Bob Nye behind the scenes 


