
First UMC Preschool News  
By Denise Dunn, Director 

We had some excitement this past month at First 

United Methodist Preschool!  Our student, Addyson 

Wright, was the winner of the Osceola Reads 

Ultimate Reading Race!  Positively Osceola arrived 

on campus with the Osceola Reads gang just like 

Publisher’s Clearinghouse and surprised Addyson 

with a new Kindle on live video.  We are so proud of 

Addyson and her reading achievements!  You can 

see the video on our Facebook page @fumpsc. 

We also celebrated Harvest with our annual 

Storybook Parade on 10/31 — see picture below.  

The children dressed as their favorite storybook 

character and paraded around the campus.  There 

were several stations along the way for them to get treats!  Don’t forget to visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebooks.com/fumpsc to see the latest photos and events that are happening at First United Methodist Preschool! 

Children’s Church & 

Pajammin’ with Jesus 

Topics for December 

December 3: Stronger than Sin 

Knowing God’s Word will help us when we are tempted. 

December 10:* PaJammin’ Week 

The Shelter: God’s Word helps us learn how to have self-

control and live wisely. 

Donations for Osceola Kids Christmas Presents 

*Happy Birthday Jesus 

Ready Wreaths: Get ready to celebrate the birth of 

the promised Savior. 

December 17: Weeks of Celebration 

God’s Word tells us the best way to live. 

December 24: Magnificent Music 

We can worship God for His love and His promise to send 

a Savior. 

December 31: Wise Ways 

God’s gift of wisdom helps us  know the best way to live. 

Donations for St. Cloud Cares and/or Bags of Love 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 2 .... Men’s Bible study and Cookout 

                 5-8pm at Hickory Tree 

Dec. 2, 1-3 .......... Hanging of the Greens  

Dec. 7, noon .............. United Methodist  
Women  Christmas Potluck 

Dec. 9 .............................. Movie Night 

Dec. 10, 6 pm ...... Happy Birthday Jesus 

Dec. 24 ............Christmas Even Services 
No AM Service, Evening at 5, 7, & 11 
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Celebrating Bible Heroes 

Introducing… 

Ken Locey 

By Lou Murray , Newsletter Editor 

Here’s a familiar face you’ll see most every 
time you attend our church services. 

Ken Locey has been a member of FUMC for 
20 years. Born and raised in Pennsylvania, 
Ken served 6 years in the U.S. Navy. After 
his discharge in 1971, he moved to Canada, 

married wife Diana, and had 2 sons.  

About 20 years ago two big things happened in Ken’s life. His wife 
passed away, and his mother in Florida suffered a massive stroke. After 
Diana’s death, he came down here to Florida to look after his mother, 
and he’s been here ever since, as a faithful member of First UMC.  After 
he had served some years on the board of directors of our preschool, our 
pastor recruited him to be a greeter about 10 years ago. He’s been on 
duty most every Sunday since then. 

Ken’s two sons still live in Canada, and he has a grandson Ty, 14 years 
old. Ken is also a long-time Freemason. Every Mother’s Day he gives 
out flowers to mothers in our congregation in memory of his wife, who 
died on Mother’s Day. 

By Brooke Walther, Children’s Ministry 

On October 22, 2017, we held our Bible Hero Pa-

rade and Pot Luck. It was huge success and a fan-

tastic time of fellowship. We had over 14 children 

participating in the dress parade. Each child 

dressed up as a favorite Bible hero and shared the 

story with the families who attended. We had 

Noah and his ark presented by Angelica, angels 

presented by Claire and Katie, Adam the animal 

tamer presented by Cloud, Silas and Paul the origi-

nal jail house rock presented by Silas and Pilot, 

Joseph in his colorful coat presented by Kyle, 

Mary presented by Annie,                    (Continued First the parade... 

…and then, of course, the feast 
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Pastor Wilma Says... 
By Rev. Wilma Reyes, Senior Pastor 

Waiting has never been my strong point. Whether it’s sitting in traffic oh a 

very congested I-4, or paying at the supermarket, waiting elicits in me feelings 

of anxiety and discomfort. Growing up in the times of accelerated access to 

our needs through technology has somehow twisted our expectations of how 

the world functions. We just want things NOW! 

This month we near a season that invites us to take put on the breaks on our 

crazy life and wait in expectation. Opposed to what our consumeristic culture 

presents, the church observes the Advent Season. It is not quite Christmas yet, 

the child Jesus hasn’t been born. We await with Mary and Joseph for the birth 

of a child that has arrived in one of the most unexpected ways, and with so 

many high expectation about who he will be. But this unplanned pregnancy 

brings turmoil and changes that Mary and Joseph were not expecting. Their 

whole world is turned around, as they wait, and wait. 

But there are more characters in this tory who are waiting, and some waiting 

their whole lives for the arrival of this child. We have Zechariah, who has 

waited his whole life for the salvation of Israel personified in the Messiah 

child. We have a whole people, who through the prophets have received the 

promise of salvation to come. And many of them have gotten so tired of 

waiting, their hope has gone out the window as they live under the oppressive 

rule of Rome.  

Yeah, waiting for something good to happen when things are not going well 

is not an easy task. Just like waiting for the Savior to come, we need Hope, 

Peace, Faith, and Love in our lives to carry on. Yes, these things don’t come 

pre-packaged in a microwavable bowl. But they are made available to us 

through the Holy Spirit by merely asking. Yes, it does take surrendering our 

expectations, whatever those may be, and our life to the Lordship of God. But 

you know what? It is worth it. 

It is my hope that during this Advent Season we are able to pause in our lives 

and await with the shepherds, Mary, Joseph, and even the Angels for the 

arrival of our Salvation. Who knows, we might even get some peace 

whenever we have to navigate I-4 during this crazy season! But most of all, I 

pray that the Hope, Peace, Faith, and Love of our God and Savior 

overwhelms our lives to overflowing.  

Do you need 

30 Minutes of  

Inner  Peace? 

Every Friday at 7pm 

in the Sanctuary Annex 

Led by musical composer 

and meditation teacher 

LOU MURRAY 

All welcome 

 

Questions? email 

musicalou@inbox.com 

 

You may listen to Lou’s  

instrumental music online at 

http://loumurray.bandcamp.com 

UMW News 

By Judyann Ruth, President 

By Lou Murray, Newsletter  Editor 

Our Bags of Love ministry has recently been blessed by a new volunteer: Bill Underly, who has made it his mission to 

come in Tuesday mornings to prepare grilled cheese sandwiches for the hungry. 

Bill is a retired schoolteacher who is also retired from the U.S. Air Force. A foster parent, he got interested in our ministry because 

we were providing meals and assistance to one of his aged out homeless foster sons, who has since left the area and is now working 

on a dog rescue ranch in Colorado 

The foster son appreciated our support, but mentioned that he was a bit tired of the bologna sandwiches that we usually 

supply. A light bulb went on in Bill’s head. Why not set aside one morning a week to come in and make hot grilled 

cheese sandwiches? Since he is retired, and his current foster children are in school, he saw no obstacle. 

Everyone is delighted to have this addition to our Bags of 

Love program, and Bill says he plans to continue it as long 

as he is able. Thank you for your generosity, Bill! 

THANKS 
for your help 

St. Cloud Cares 

Food Collection 

Every 

1st Sunday 

  

Come Pray 

 with us at 
 

POWER HOUR 
 

Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex 

(Serendipity classroom) 

We welcome your  

prayer requests 

Tuesday: Time for Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 

Bible Heroes (Continued from pg. 1)  

and finally several Queen Esthers presented by Kate, Cor-

rine, and Annalise. Families were thrilled to see and hear 

about all the kids have been learning in PaJammin’ with 

Jesus and during Children’s Church each week. Thanks 

again to everyone who came and was a part of this amaz-

ing event. I look forward to seeing many of you again at 

future events such as Family Movie Night/ Visit from 

Santa on December 9th, and our Happy Birthday Jesus 

Party on December 10th, and Family Friends and Fellow-

ship Fiesta in February date to be announced.  We will be 

starting to plan other great events such as Easter Egg Hunt, 

Mother’s and Father’s Day events, and if you have any 

ideas please share. As always, if you are looking for a way 

to get involved in regards to Children’s Ministry or 345/

Youth, please see or call Christa Olson or Brooke Walther. 

The best way to grow our children in the body of Christ is 

having all ages work with them and share their experiences 

and talents.  

We will host a Christmas Potluck Luncheon. It will be 

December 7, 2017 at noon. Members are asked to bring 

a dish to share and 2 dozen cookies  We will have a 

cookies exhange. Gifts will be taken to shut ins. 

Everyone is invited to attend. 

PRAYER CHAIN  

If you or someone you know needs extra prayers, please 

call  Judyann Ruth 407 891 2821 We have members 

who will pray for your special needs. 
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