
By Marla Waters 

On  September 2 we discovered that there was no money in our fund for the Bags of Love program, which provides sack 

lunches to 50-100 needy people every week.  

Immediately appeals went out for help from the congregation. Your 

response was awesome! Thanks to everyone who donated to replen-

ish our fund. 

An all-volunteer ministry, Bags of Love has been in operation for 

over 10 years. During church office hours we offer the lunches to 

anyone in need. Usually this consists of Vienna sausage or canned 

pasta, cheese crackers, healthy snacks, applesauce cups, granola bars, 

bottled water, or whatever else is available in the way of non-

perishable foods. Also, some of our volunteers come in and make 

sandwiches, which are greatly appreciated. 

Again, thank you to all contributors on behalf of the community we 

serve. 

Upcoming Events 

Oct. 6, 10am ...................... United Methodist  

      Women Meeting at church 

Oct. 1 4 ............ Family Movie Night 5:30 pm 

Oct. 16 ……Church Council Meeting 12:30 pm 

Oct. 20 ………………...Charge Conference 7pm 
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Bags of Love Program Rescued 

Marla and Frank 

Your Choir  
By Lynn Marie Burchfield, Choir Director 

“Haul out the holly…” The music department here at First Church has 
begun working on extra music for our Advent and Christmas season. 

It’s not too late to join the choir and/or the praise team. In fact, we are 
encouraging members of our church family with limited time to join us 
for the season. It’s a limited commitment filled with music, fellowship 
and fun. So come sing with us! 
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Pastor Edwin Says... 
By Rev. Dr. Cruz Edwin Santos, Senior Pastor 

Isaiah 58:11 ESV “And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in 

scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 

spring of water, whose waters do not fail”.  

SEARCHING FOR SATISFACTION 
Satisfaction is the fulfillment of one's wishes, expectations, or needs”. At the 

present time we have many people around us that sometime express to us 

that they feel unsatisfied with their life, relationships, Jobs, etc. There is a 

bumper-sticker you might have seen that reads, "God is simply fun."  Not 

many of us, perhaps, are accustomed to thinking of God in that way.  Yet... 

God is a God of Love, and a God of peace, and a God of joy.  And isn't that 

an accurate description of a God who is "simply fun?" In times like ours it is 

so easy to feels down in a mood of despair.  Problems all around us are so 

great, man's inhumanity to man so shocking, that it is easy to see only the 

bad side of things and allow ourselves to be pulled down into a whirlpool of 

complaints and grief and hopelessness and despair. 

People are complaining that the world is not only losing its direction, 

it is losing its mind. Mass murders, global unrest, poverty and 

famine, economic chaos and political corruption are epidemic!  

"What's wrong with us?"people are asking. Almost every 

conversation, no matter where it starts, seems to end up in this kind 

of mood.  That is why it is so important for us these days to remind 

ourselves that the People of God are a People of Joy.  We are a People 

of Joy because we know that God gives Himself to us even in the 

midst of our darkest situations and, as He gives Himself to us, He 

gives us joy. In order to help you to think about how you feel please 

take some time to complete this survey. 

SATISFACTION  

SURVEY 

DATE_________________________NAME___________________________ 

1. If you were to give a SCORE out of 10 for how SATISFIED you are with 
your life overall?  ____ / 10 

2. If you were to give a SCORE out of 10 for how much FUN you are 
having in life?   ____ / 10  

3. If you were to give a SCORE out of 10 for how HAPPY you are in your 
current CAREER?    _____ / 10 

4. If you were to give a SCORE out of 10 for how overwhelmed, BUSY or cluttered 
you currently feel?     ____ / 10 

5. I like myself: (please put an X on the line to correspond with how much you like 

yourself on a scale of -5 to +5)  

 

        -5                                                        0                                                 +5 

6. What is your FAVORITE thing in your life at the moment? (like best) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

UMW News 

By Judyann Ruth, President 

United Methodist Women Executive meet-

ing is Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 10:00 a.m. 

Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, Oct. 6 at 

10:00 a.m. All meetings are in the Family 

Life Center. All women are invited to at-

tend. 

Dinner and Game Night is Oct. 27. Serv-

ing begins at 5:30. Menu to be announced. 

Bring your favorite game of cards and have 

fun. 

On October 1 at 11am there will be a Memorial 

service with lunch for Betty Ruth Goode. If 

you plan to attend and bring a dish, please call 

(407) 891-2821 to coordinate.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor Edwin Says (continued) 

7. What could be IMPROVED in your life at the mo-

ment? (like least) 

8. I am looking (please mark all that apply) 

For more Meaning/Purpose in Life 

For More Fulfillment/Happiness in Life 

To Change or Move Forward in my Career 

 To Achieve my Goals Faster/More Easily 

 To Learn to Trust Myself More/Be My Authentic 
Self 

 Other (If there was something you haven’t mentioned 
yet, what would it be?) 

_____________________________________________ 

9. I am ready to take ACTION and make changes in 
my environment, habits and life  

Maybe   /   Yes   /   No   (please circle) 

As a community of faith, we are gathered together in 
the very Presence of Joy. Let us look for Joy in our 
service to a brother or sister in need. Let us look for 
Joy in the high spirits of a child. Let us look for Joy 
in everything we do be-
cause joy and laughter 
give a spirit to life that 
makes it more worth 
living. 

Have a Blessed day!  

Pastor Edwin 

O What a Joy! 

By Lou Murray 

It’s here! 10 new songs of faith and inspiration, on CD and avail-

able for sale to benefit Elmer’s Kitchen. 

The title tune, “O What a Joy!’ was inspired by the great spirit we 

feel in worship services here at First United Methodist, and was 

performed by members of the Donis family. You’ll enjoy Ruth 

Nye’s rendition of “No Human Hands,” Kevin Knox singing 

“The River Is Deep,” David Cloud with “Mountains,” Lynn 

Marie Burchfield performing “Can’t Stop Praisin’ the Lord,” 

Natalie Donis soloing on “Sunday Mornin’ Feeling,” Renee Mid-

dleton singing “Be Still” and “Jesus, Always Jesus” — and two 

more inspirational songs.  

As a special bonus, included on the disc will be several selections 

of peaceful instrumental music from my other albums. Frank 

Tupper will be selling copies for $10, with proceeds going to 

Elmer’s Kitchen. See Frank to reserve your copy. 

We’ll have a sample copy in the church office for everyone to be able to listen before purchasing. Think Christmas gifts! 

Tell your friends! Plug it on Facebook! And a big thanks to everyone who participated in this project. 



Preschool at Chapel 
By Denise Dunn, Preschool Director 

Chapel this year is being 

held in the traditional 

sanctuary. The children 

are learning the meaning 

of the words Chapel and 

Bible and who loves them 

best (Jesus!)! Our Bible 

story for the month of 

September was Jonah and 

the Big Fish.  Feel free to 

join us on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:00 am 

(except for the last 

Wednesday of the month) 

for worship and praise 

children-style!  It’s heart-

warming to see their faces 

light up when they hear 

how much Jesus loves them!  I have the best job ever! 

We still have a few openings in our VPK Pre-K classes and Preschool classes for next school year.  For more infor-

mation, give us a call at 407-892-6884.  To see what other exciting happenings are going on, visit our Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/fumpsc/. 

Come Pray with us 

at 

POWER HOUR 
Every Monday 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary annex 

(Serendipity classroom) 

We welcome your  

prayer requests. 

Church Council 
By Joyce Perkins, Council Chair 

Your Church Council has been reviewing 

the church activities. In future we hope to 

publish the minutes of meetings online.   

Our next meeting will be Oct. 16 at 12:30 

in the sanctuary. All members are invited 

to attend. 

Charge Conference will be Oct. 20 at 7pm 

in the Family Life Center. 

If you have an issue to bring up with the 

Council, you are welcome to attend the 

meeting and present your information. 

We do ask that you notify us a week in 

advance so we can place you on our 

agenda. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/fumpsc/

